Scheme of Redemption

Material used by Gary Fallis
Brown Trail School of Preaching
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SECTION II







THE SCHEME OF REDEMPTION

1.  INTRODUCTION: The bible is all about the glorification of God
and the salvation of man thrdogh Jesus Christ.

(1 The theme of the bible can be stated as: God's plan or
work to save us in Christ and the church.

1) The bible from beginning to end is history
2) The bible is also doctrine
B 3) Doctrine and histoty are interwoven
(2) The bible is HIS-STORY from the beginning in Gen. 1
1) The OT presents
a} The origen of man
b) His fall from sin Salvation
¢) His inability to save himself-—-" —
2) Christ is the central figure and salvation is the
central subject.
3) Salvation is rooted in eternity because salvation
begins with God.

(3) The eternal purpose of God (Eph. 1:3-14,3:9-11), God had
in his purpose(mind)everything that related to our salva-
tion.

1) Christ (I7'Pet. 1:18-20)
2) Church (Eph. 3:10-11)
- «3) Hope (Tit. 1:2)
R 4) Death of Christ TActs 2:23; I Pet.l1:18-20)
- 5) Preaching of the gospel (Rom. 16:25-26)
6) Any supporting plan
2. The scheme of redemption: ~

Bt (1 The grandaddy of all bible study:
. H . A’
By the I
word ] - ROM.1:

, . LT ROM.5:12-13
pur- M :
pose L MIUST-BEFACT 79 BE P2

G

AR

s E

N
J:15

(2) The drama of redemption:

1) God's purpose is dramatic, active, moving, stimula-
ting.

2) The theme of the bible: Salvation, the glorification
of God and the salvation of man.

3) To present Christ and the church as the fulfillment
of all that God planned from the beginning. (Gen.
1-2 explain the creation, Gen. 3 describe the crea-
tionz)

Et.



(3)

Implication in regard to Jesus

1)

2)

3)

4)

3)

Jesus beiieved in the creation. (Hatt. 19, Gen. 2:24).

If we cannot:believe Jesus at one point how can we be-

lieve him in another.

Jesus believed in Noah and the flood. Matt. 24:37-39;

Gen. 1-11; Rom. 1:26-~27). How could homosexuallity

be against nature unless it be against the true nature

as God intended it.

We reject Pauls apostolic authority if we do not ex-

cept the auhhority of the 0. T. scriptuees because Paul

excepted the Genesis account.(Rom. 5:12-14)

Paul refrrred to Adam as a reality and the conseq-

uences of sin as historical. .

(a) II Cor. 11:1-2, I Tim. 2:8-14, The role of women
in service.

(b) I1 Pet. 3:3-4, To establish the second coming of
Christ then to judge the entire world.

(c) I Pet. 3, mzke:z reference back to the flood

(d) II Pet. 3:5 cz:zches the.creation

We cannot teach o= =he subject of marriage, homosex--

uallity, the neeé Z:r szlvation, baptism, or the second

coming of Christ uzlz:z:z the Genesis account is true.

SCHEME OF REDEMPTION- BRUSING THE SERPENTS HEAD

I. Original seed promise
Mans need for a savior

A.

1.

2.

Gen. 2:15-17- Origirnal requirement, Faith+trust=obedience
Rom. 1:5, 16:25-26; James 2
Gen. 3:1-6; fall,sir- Jn. 8:44; murder from the beginning
I Jn. 3:8; I Pet. 5:8; II Cor. 11:3
a) Satan appealing to Eves pride (vs. &4-5)
(B) Lust of flesh, eye, pride of life (Prov. 16:18
I Jn. 3:8; Gen. 3:6
Gen. 3:7-24, Consequences of sin
(A) Sin produces
(a) Shame (2:25,3:7), fear(3:10)
. () Sorrow, toil(3:16) thorn(3:18)
(c) Death(3:19,22),separation from God (spiritual)
(B) Promise of a savior (3:15)
(a) Involves five facts
1)  Need for salvation
2) Redeemer would come
3) Woild be of human race
4)  Miraculously brought forth
5) Victory over devil (bruice the head of
the serpent)



(b) Promise needs defined

1) Enmity- I11 will, hatred- announcing
in Gen.3:15 the devll entering into
humanity

2) Seed- offspring, decendant

3) Bruise- Crush, trample,destroyed

4) Head- Power, authority(When Jesus
died on the cross, Heb. 2:14; Gen.
3:15% Matt. 28:18; Eph.1:22-23)

(c) Scripture describes "seed of woman',

Brusing the devils head, that is taking

his authority and power.

1) Devils power (Heb.2:14)

2) Death is separation”from God(Isa.
59:1-2, Eph. 2:1) when you sin, you
die

3) Gen. 2:17- Physical and spiritual
death

4) I Jn. 1:1-4 defines death of Gen.
2:17; Eph. 2:1; I Tim.

5) Eternal existance- No eternal life
I Jn. 5:13;(Tit. 1l:2-hope of)

6) What God dffers, the devil wants to
keep us from. The sting of death is
sin. I Cor. 15:56; Heéb.2:14

7 Eternal life is sharing in the life
of God. _

II. The law of sin and death(had its beginning in the garden of Eden
and still operates today. Rom. 6:23
A. Three laws described (Rom. 8:1-3)
1. The law of the spirit of life in Jesus Christ
2. The law of sin and death(Rom.7:7-8, oral moral law
Rom.2:13-15)
3. The law of Moses (Rom. 7; I Jn. 3:4) Rom.7:7-8; oral
moral law,Rom. 2:13-15, 3:19-20
B. Law of sin and death:when you sin you die spiritually or
are separated from God.

1. Get to that sinful state by breaking the law (I Jn.3:4)

Rom. 5:12-~14, example-each is accountable of himself to God

IT Cor. 5:10

2. Law violated works moral (Rom. 2:14-15; Gentiles)

3. Law of sin and death came into being with Adam and is
operative today(I Cor. 15;56; Heb2:14)Gen. 6 violation
of the moral(€ain/Abel)law lying, selfishness, pride
(Adam and Eve)law of sin and death cannot exist without
a moral law as its basis because it is the moral law
that is broken(marriage and divorce-Matt. 19,two to be one.)

C. The law of Moses(Acts 13:38-39)
1. Sinless perfection required (Gal.3%10-12; Rom 10:5,7:10)



2. No provision for forgiveness(Heb.10:4)the blood of bulls
and goats ¢atinot take away sins(E¥- Pet: '1:18-20)but the
blood of Christ can.

D. Law of spirit of life in Christ superceded transcended the
law of sin and."death(Rom. 8:1-3; I Hn. 1:1-4,5:13-15)

1. How did Jesus destroy the devils power?

a) By a-sinless Iife(Matt.l4;1411;-Héb.4:15)
b) Sacrificial death(II Cor. 5:21;Rom.5:6-11)

2. Two extremes
a) License to sin(Rom. 6:1f.)

b)  Impossibility of apotacy (Heb.10:26-31,Calvanism)

3: Answer- Be faithful

THE TWOFOLD PROMISE

I. INTRODUCTION:
1. The original seed promise (Gen. 3:15)
2. Continues through Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3)
3. The genelolgy from Adam to Noah (Gen.:x5:),and from Shem to
Abraham(Gen. 11:)

II. The promise(twofold)
1. Nation-land promise (Gen. 12:1,2,5,7;°22:18)}Gal. 3:8
'3 2. Spiritual seed promise(Gen. 12:3,22:18); Gal. 3:16
£ (1) Jew first, then Gentiles; Rom.1:16;Gal.3:8,16

(2) "Seed" was not many but one particular decendant;Christ.

(3) What blessing is. Gal.3:8,"Blessing"

(4) All Messianic prophecies fulfilled in Christ, the church
and remission of sins(salvation).

(5) Acts 3:18-19 shows that by the mouth of the prophets be-
forehand Christ should Suffer.'Repent ye therefore-and re—
turn that your sins may be-washed away.'

(6) Scts 26:22; Moses and the prophets said that Christ should'
suffer and rist; and, Acts 22:21 says allight--would becsent
(by Paul) unto the Gentiles.

Jesus Christ, David and Abraham were three big names in the
scheme of redemption. Matthew bagan his way because of history
and that Jesus Christ is the promise.




0.T.

script.
somethings
forsees———————m—m God would justify the heathern
(Gentiles or nations)
Preached
before-the —————we—- Gospel to Abraham
gospel unto
Abraham(prom.) .
Seed will bless(Gal. 3:16)
Covenant of all nations(seed as of one)
Abraham prom. Gal.3:16 states who the seediis

Gal.3:8 states what the blessing is

All messianic prophecy is fulfilled in Christ, the church
and remission of sins(salvation)Acts 3:18,22:18

God is showing by the mouth of all jis prophts that Christ
should suffer (Gen. 12:3; Isa. 53:)

repent and turn

Acts - 26:22-23=—m—m e m e God says though——-—--— That Christ would
the prophts and suffer, that he

) Moses would fise from

: the dead. The first
to proclaim light to
the Jews and Gentiles

NATTON-LAND (MOTHER) (Acts 26:18)
+
SPIRITUéLvSEED(SON)
. BLESY | r10NS GAL.
o ALL 3:8,16
SEED AD ’ Acts 3:8
nf v Gen.12%1-7/Gen26:1-4/Gen.28:13-1j4
e 2 ¥oldprom Issac Jacob .
| 8% N-L Gens6:3 T .,
=z W= S-S =7 -
©| 2  Abrhm--Jcb.--Judah 7 @\\
AR S 7 PR
i =\ \
ES P /Hﬁm")- \ \
{ ( CFamnk P
c i A 0 B j /
ovenant NN TN g /
Gen.15: - Gf;ﬁitﬁﬂff' P
(Circumcision sign) C"\C)y 2.5 7
(Gen.17:) n 305
God's part e
Mans part



Z. Gen. 12:1-3 Takes the form of a covenant
A. Gen. 12: Original promise
B. Gen. 15: Covenant .
N Sacrifice offered- Gen. 15:9-11
(2) Promise and conformation Gen. 15:12-17(Jer.34:17-19
Background of covenant)
a) Seed go #nto strange land(vs.l3)
b) Come out of Egypt (vs.l4)
¢) In the fourth geneation(vs:! 16)
d) Fire of God passes between peices of cacrifices
v (vs.17); Nums34:18-19
(3) Extent of land (Gen. 15:18-21)
(60,000 sq. miles- Syria Turkey)

IIT. Circumcision given to Abraham as a token of the covenant
(Gen. 17:1-14)
A. Covneant had two parts
1. God's part, Gen. '17:4-8, unconditional
2. ns part, GenN\17:9-14, circumcision

Nothing e Israelites can do o

will keep Him from giving covenant

Physical Spiritual (Christ)
N1 =

Mother Chi.ld

Receive Retain

(Genl7:10)

B. Covenant was everlasting

1. (Age lasting)Col. 2:14; Like 21:20-22

2. Circumcision not binding today
a) Circumcision of heart not flesh(Rom.2:28)

through the word (Acts 2:)

b) Woe (Christians) are circumcized (Phil 3:3)
c¢) Circumcision is spiritual(Col. 2:11-12)Jn.1:12
d) No basis for salvation {Gal. 5:2,4)

01ld Cov. b New Cov.
Circumcision i Spiritual
physical i

ABOLISHED Jon. 1:12

FULF{LLED Circumcision is made without hands
(Roth 1:) (Putting off sins of flesh,forgiveness)



THE SCHEME OF REDEMPTION
NATION LAND PROMISE

I. The covenant of blessing and cursing (Deut.~:28:30)a summary
and review. .
1. The sécond covenant was given at Mpab before they entered
the promised land.

(1) The first covenant was given at Sinai forty years
earlier.

(2) The second covenant was fulfilled by keeping the
first., They were néver complete again- All the na-
tion did not return.

2. The second covenant consisted of two parts.
(1)"If you will....then blessing (Deut. 28:1-14)
(2)"But if you will not....then curses(Deut.28:15-30)
**Deuteronomy means the seeond law, which restates the law
of Moseg*#*
II. An overview of the promise
' Original promise to Abraham(Gen. 28:30)
Renewal to Issac and Jacob (Gen. 26:3-4,28:13-14)
Twelve sons become twelve tribes
Joseph and Israel enter Egypt
Come out in the fourth generation(Gen.15:12-16)
Recieve law at Sinai (Ex.19-24)
First generation dies in wilderness
Moses speaks to second generation in Deut....Restates
Mosaical law(3 speeches). Two covenants-—
A. Ten commandments at Jorab{Sinai)Exodusl9-24
B. Blessing and Cursing at Moab(Deut.28-30), the second
fulfilled in keeping the first.
a) Blessing— keep the law (28:1-14)
b)  Curse~ Disobedience (28:15-29)
c) Condition of return- keep the law of Moses
(Deut. 30:1-4), Joshua 21:43-45)fulfilled.
III. Only a remnant returns(Jer. 18-~19)
1. As a pot is in the potters hand so is a nation in the

hand of God. (Jer. 18:1-6)

2. "If you return to me then I will bless you'", (Nenevah is

a good example of the first part of thisarand Judah is a

good example of the second part od thisz

3. If a natjon changes from good to doing evil, God will turm
from doing good to then and do them evil. (Jer. 18:9f.;

Ezek.18:19-24)

IV. 1Israel inherited all the land.
1. Promise made(Gen. 12:7,15:18-21;Exd.23:31
2. The promise fulfilled (Joshua 21:43-45,23:14~-16; I Kings4:21
Neh. (;7-8,18(The whole chap. is a historical reciew)
(1) . "God delivers(Neh. 9:7-15)
(2) Israelites rebel(Heh. 9:16f.)

.

.
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SEED; OF ABRAHAM SEED OF DAVID

GEN.12:3,22:18, IISAM.7:11-16
26:3-4,28:13
GEN.49:10
NATION TRIBE FAMILY
ettty AT N, ———
ISRAEL JUDAH DAVID

THE PURPOSE BEGINS IN A BROAD WAY

&
<}
€§&¥? #2_NATION #3 TRIBE #4_ FAMILY
NS
Py TISA.53 '
Q@ 6{ A.7:14
& CHRIST BORN
OF A VIRGIN H__’__‘_‘.,,.,--/’ROM. 16:10
MIGCAH 5:2
BORN IN
ABRAHAMIC PROMISE JERUSALEM
IS LIKE A THREAD
WOVEN THROUGH HISTORY
ABRAHAM JUDAH DAVID
(NATION) (TRIBE) (FAMILY)
/"——-\
GOD PROMISED SOLOMAN CHRIST
TO DAVID 1.DAVID SEED 1.DAVID'S SEED
IT SAM, 7:11-16 2.SET UPON ’ 2.SETS ON DAVIDS
DAVID'S THRONE © THRONE(ACTS2:30)
3.G0OD ESTABLISHED 3.KINGDOM ESTABLISHED .
SOLOMAN™S RINGDOM (COL.1:3,REV.5:9~10)
4 .HE BUILT~TEE HOUSE 4 .HE BUILT THE CHURCH
OF GOD WHICH IS THE HOUSE
OF GOD
1. God would make of David,A HOUSE-physical dynasty(vs.1l)
2. A seed selected from that house (vs.12-16)

A.) God would set up David's seed in his own kingdom(vs.12)

B.) God would establish his kingdom forever(vs.l1l3)
C.) The seed would build a hotse for the Lord(vs.13)
D.) God would be the seeds father(vs.l4)

3. "SEED" definately refers to Christ
A.) Heb.l:5
B.) Acts2:30-31
C.) Psalms 89:26-37



”

AMOS 9:11-12 | ACTS 15:7-18 _ L

1. PROPHECY: 1IN THAT DAY I WILL RAISE UP THE TABERNACLE
OF DAVID...YE (JEWS) SHALL POSSES MATIONS

(EPH. 3:6)

2. FULFILLMENT:
A. Peter says the Gentiles were saved by grace through
faith like Jews(Acts 15:7-11)
B. James says the prophets agree to this and quotes
Amos 9:11-12

WE UNDERSTAND OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY BECAUSE
OF THE NEW TESTAMENT WRITTERS EXPLANATION AND
INTERPRETATION.



IV. New Israel and New Covenant (Jer.31:31-34;Heb.8:6~12;Gal.6:16)
A. Jew born into covenant:Relationship as a child of.God...
..circumcized eight days later.. ..dldn t know the Lord..
..had to be taught.
B. New covenant changed who God's people would be
1. ™I will put my law in their minds"
a) How? By education (Jn. 6:44)
(1)  You cannot become a christian
and not know it. also has a
bearing on why you were bap-
tized(I Pet. 3:20-21)
(2) It has a bearing on who the
saved are and where the saved
are(Acts 2:,17:" ; Heb.10:25)
b) Shall all know me {(Matt.28:19)

2. "I"will be their God...they shall be my people...
(Matt.1:21) .

3. "I will forgive their sins"
a) Come to me all (Matt. 11:28)
b) No man can come to me except(Jn. 6:)
4. "And they shall not teach...saying know the Lord.

Jewish system Christian system
o : 1. Born a child of God 1.Taught '
i 2. Then taught{(Deut.6:4-7; 2.Then born
- I Pet.1:21-23;Rom. (Jn.1:12-13,6:44~45)
10:17) :
C. What God purposed and promised to Abraham and what God in-

spired the prophets to say is equal to the same thing.

l. What Isa. prophesied is the same thing as

"« What God promised to Abraham which is the same

2. That God purpose from the beglnnlng

2 P.P.P. is fulfilled in Christ, in the church and in
salvation. '

3. God's purpose concerned salvation(I Pet. ;Eph.3:9-11)

PREMILLENNIALIST

Premillennialist connect the land promise(Abrahamic promise)

with the idea of the kingdom-The Jews were looking for a physical
and/or national fulfillment(Premillennialist interpret this the
same as the Jews).IF YOU GET AT THE ROOT OF THE ERROR THAT THE
JEWS MADE THEN YOU WILL GET AT THE ERBROR OF THE PREMILLENNIALIST.
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PREMILLENNTALISM

I. PREMILLENNIAL THEORY:
S8keleton of theory

A.

1.

9.

In the 01d Testament kingdom wasrprophecied (earthly
kingdom).

Jesus came to set up the kingdom.

Jews rejected him so he could not do it.

Jesus set up the church instead- that makes the church
didferent from the kingdom(one writter refers to it

as a parenthesis).

Church age- the 1,000 year reéighn is when the age of
the church will end. '

At the end of the church Jesus will come from heawven
and rapture the righteous(I Thess. 4:17) for seven
years. When Christ comes He will raise the righteous
who are dead and those who are alive will immediately
be changed in the twinkling of an eye, they will be
taken to heaven to be with Christ for seven years.
There will be tribulation on earth for the same seven
years. : :

At the end of the seven years Jesus will come to earth
and set up His kingdom for 1,000 years.(this 1,000 yrs.
is the millennium), the kingdom prophecies are then
fulfilled.

At the end of the 1,000 years is the general resurrec-
tion of the dead,judgement, heaven and hell.

The sign of Jesus immediate return is Jews going back to
Palestine to receive the land according to the prophets.
The fallacy is thet they connot fulfill the condition to
return unless they keep the law of Moses.

1.
2.

3.

4.

The law abolished (Eph. 2:15; Heb. 10:9; Col. 2:14)
If a Christian tries to deep the law(Gal. 5:4} the
first covenant)today then he has fallen from grace.
If Jews try,God does not recognoze it beacuse the law
has been taken out of the way

Genealogical records were destroyed in 70.AD.

The kingdom has been established

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
7

.

Near while Jesus was here(Matt. 3:2,4:17)

It is the church (Matt.16:18;Acts2:47,20:28;Rev.5:9-10)
The church is to last forever (Eph. 3:20)

The church was set up in the last days of Judahism
(Dan.2:44)

Christians have received the kingdom(Heb.12:23,28)
Christians are in it(Col.1:13;Rev.1:9)

Jesus rules over it (I Cor.15:24;Luke”1:33-34)

11



BLESSED ARE THE PEACE MAKERS(MattI5:)

INTRODUCTION:There are atleast five different probheeies'of Christ

in the kingdom found in Isa.l-11, (Luke 24:).

IT.

IIT.

IV.

Isa. 2:1-4, Isaiah prophesied the coming &f Christ klngdom.
The same scripture is found in Micah 4:1-3.
Al The Lords house established in top of mount and exalted.
B. People go up to the mount.(Hebl2:23)
C. Come to ehe house (I Tim. 3:15;Luke 1:33;II Sam.7:11-16)
D. God will teach them(John 6:44-45)
E. They will walk in his paths
F. They shall beat their swords -~ if there is no war, there
is a peace.
1. Where? 1In the mount.or house
2. Why? Tought of God

Isaiah prophesied in 9:6-7 :

A. Christ is the prince of peace(vs.6)

B. The increase of his govermment is-peatetvszi)erd
C. His govermment shall have no end

D. Where/When does this peace issue(comeforth)
1. While Christ is in his kingdom
2. And ruling on the throne of David

What is the peace Jesus gives?

A. It is not of this world(In.14:27)

B. It is among men in whom he is well please(LukeZ 14)

c. It is peace with God(Rom.5:1)

D. It is reconciliation made possible by Jesus Death
(Col.1:19-20; Eph.2:)

E. It is located in Christ body the Church(Col.3:15)

NOTE: Paul- Bible peace is peace with God(forgiveness)

salvation
Peale~ Peace of mind, good positive mental attitude

A. Christ is prince of peace-who.
B. Peace is forgiveness, cf. sins-what
C. Peace is in one body-where

1. Result--Gratitude, faithfulness, service, happinness,
security, acceptance, success, good self image, good
feelings.

2. 1Isa. 10:5,15-symbolic language used to describe Asspria
vs. 17-19,33-34 speak of Israel like a forrest,Assyria
is like a axe and a saw~ using Assyria to punish Is-
rael. (symbolic of Israel's captivity)

12



Israel and the Regeneration

Pre—mellinial Positiony ' ,

1. OT prop. of Messiah % Kingdom.

2. Messiah came to set up kingdom.

3. Rejected, not able to set up kingdom. -

4. Set up church instead.

3. At end of church age, Christ retwns:

a. First resurrection of the righteous cnly.
-B. Righteous raptured in heaven for 7 vears.
c. Tripulation on earth for same time.
&. At end of 7 years, Christ returns to sarth.
2. 1000 vear reign begins.
b. Second resurrection of the tribulation saints..

7. At end of 1000 years reign on earth::

a. Third resurrection of those who lived during 1000 vears
and died during that time.

b. Loosing Satan for a little season.

c. Final resurrection of the wicked.

d. Great white throne judgment.

e. Heaven.

f. Hell.

OBSERVATICNS:

1. Millenialists claim resurrection of righteous separate
from that of the wicked.

a. Righteous raised at the last day (John 6:40,44,54) .

b. Resurrection of good and evil at same hour {(John 5:28-
29Y. C#. Acts 24:13.

C. All judoged at the last dav (John 12:48).

2. Millenialists claim church is a temporary provision.
(Eph. Z:20-21).

3. Millenialists claim OT prophets knew nothing of chuwrch and
church age. {(Hal Lindsey’ 's view that prophets saw history
as X mountain peaks — Christ’'s first coming; Christ’s
second coming and establishment of kingdom of Old
Testament prophery. CFf. SCHEME OF REDEMFTION.

a. Before foundation of world, God purpesed in fulness of
times to bring all togethser in Christ {(Eph. 1:3-11).

b. In fulness of time Christ to be born (Gal. 4:4).

¢ Church, body of Christ (Egh. 1:22-23), part of God's
eternal purpose (Eph. J:10-11). WAS FURFOSE OF GOD
FOSTFONED OR DID GOD WORE ALL THINGS ACCORDING TO HIS
FURFOSE?

4. Millenialists claim the Pericd of Regeneration is the 1000

vear reign. See following discussion:
a. Matt., 19:28:
(1) Son of man sits on throme of His glory.
(2} Apostles sit on 12 thrones judging 12 tribes of
israel.
(3} Two vital questions are: What is the regeneration?
Who is Israel? Whern is the regensration?
b. 1 Cor. 4:15 "begotten through the gospel;" James 1:18
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"begotten (brought forth: with the word of truth;" 1
Feter 1:2T7 "born again by the word of God." To be
generated is to be born. To be regenerated is to be
born again.

€. Titus 3:4-5 - washing of regeneration now in force;-
(the regeneration, renewal or rebirth; cf. "new
creature,” Rom. 5:3-4, occurs when orne is "washed" in
the water of baptism in obedience to the gospel’.
MILLENIALISTS ARE ENRAFTURED WITH THE RAPTURE, BUT NOT
WITH REDEMFTION.

Is Jesus naw on the throne of His glery? Is the

‘regeneration present and redemptive or is it literal and

future? The issue iz; Does it relate to forgiveness or

the 1000 vear reign? Of. SCHEME OF REDEMFTION.

a. FURFOSE...FROMISE...FROFHECY is fulfilled in Christ,
the church and remission of sins.

B. Hosea 1:1%; 2:23. God looks cn Israel as an unfaithful
wife, and gives Hosea I children symbolizing the
rejection and captavity of His people.

(1) 1:1% — having spoken to fleshly Israsl, now (in
1:10) God looks to the Messianic future and =said
said unto them, Ye are the sons of the living God."

{2y 2222 - in v. 18 God describes the covenant of
peace, and in v. 23 adds that Israsl had not
cbtained mercy but in the future will obtain mercy.
WHILE FLESHLY, NATIONAL ISRS&EL IS BEING ADDRESSED
the prophecy is not fulfilled in naticnal Israel.

. Romans ?:22-26. FULFILLMENT.

(1) God "afore prepared," BEFORE FOUNDATIOM OF THE
WORLD "vessels of mercy unto glorv", v. 22-23.

(2) "Even us, whom He hath called (2 Thess. 2:14; 1
Thess. 2:132). EKELESIA or church.

{(Z} "not of the Jsws only, but also of the Gentiles".

(4) Faul thesn quotes Hosea 2:23; 1:10. Thus, Hosea
predicted Jews and Gentiles will be called "my
pecple,"” "the children of the living God". Thus,
te refersnce in Hosea iz net to fleshly Israel,
or even to Jewish Christians only, but to Jews
and Gentiles in the church.

de Jer. Z1:31-34
(1) First covenant made with Israel and Judah.

2) The covenant after thoss davs is made with Israel

2 blended together).

{3} If covenant is only with the Jew, vou are left out.

{ Matt. 1:21: Christ saves "his people from sin.®

(3) Matt. 26:28: remissiorn for all who accept the
covenant.

{6) 2 Cor. Z:4-5: covenant imaugurated under apostles.

{7} Heb. B:-12: new covenant naw in full force.

2. Fom. 2:28-29.

(1) Circumcision is of the heart.

(2) Circumcision takes place in baptism (Col. Z:1l).

(Z) When circumcised in heart, that makes vou the
Israel of OT prophecy.

Rom. 9:6-8.
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{1} "Not as though the werd of God hath taken none
effect,"” thus the word is predective.

{2) There were prophets who had Israel in mind.

(3) In the days of Paul, legalists were trying to bind
the law of Moses on =aved Gent11es. They were
saving the prephets are talLlng about Israel, and
they fail if Gentiles can come in without
circumcision. )

{4) Faul savs, "no, Israel of prophecy is not simply
Israel in the flesh," "THEY ARE NOT ALL ISRAEL,
WHICH ARE ISR&EL." Thus, the fleshly Jew is not
necessarlly thE'Lsrael of Massianic prophecy.

(5 ”l“\le-it"ur-*~ 2cauvse they are called the sesd of

rafam..."; children of the promise, net children
D+ thp +lecsh {Israel) are children of God.

o

(1} v. 28 - "Moo we, brethren, as Isaac was, ares the
children of promise."

(2} BGal. F:8,146 guotation from Gen. 22:18 - Christ
is seed; justification is the blessing. Cf.
focts F:25-26.

(5 Bal. Z:29 — i+ Chrl st s, then Abraham’'=s seed,
and h=irs according to the promise (cf. Eph. Z:é;
Hects ZE6: 8

Bal. &:14-156.

(1) Circumcision, uncircumcision is nothing.

(2) But a-mew creature.

(3) In cross, have regeneration, or new creation.

(4) Rule of v. 1& is:
a. Peace, salvation. Rom. S:1; Eph. 2:13-; Col. 1.
b. Mercy {Jew of Hosz=a 2:27 is Jew and Ben. of

promiser’.

() Thus, the Israel of God

forgiveness and mercy.

o

(U

e one who obtains

et
=

I peter 2:9.

(1) A literal dispersion (1:1}.

(Z) Z2:9 elect, Chr. Jsw.

(3} Feter guotes Hosea 1:10, 2:23. Thus, the mercy of
Hosea is ip forgiveness of cins for the Christian.

Revelation 7.

(1) 144,000, v.4

(2 /11 12 tribss not mentionsd

(3) Thus, idea not confined to fleshivy Israel.

(4} Great multitude:
a. Clothed in white robe

b. Crvying out salvation.
c. Coming out of great tribulation {(cf. Rev. 1:9)

(3) What is described is the church militant on earth;
saints die out of tribulation, being faith+ulg
are then caught up to heaven and b=come the church
victorious, or triumphant.

Revelation 14. )

(1) Have nams of God in their forehesads.

(2} Redeemsed (Acts ZG:28).

-

(%) Firstfruits (James 1:18).
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4) No guile.
(3) Singing new song.

SUMMARY:

1.

e
sl -
-

e

4.

WE HAVE EVERYTHING THE FROFHETS SAW - they

Jesus sits on His throne.

The apostles sit on thrones judging.

Israel is the chuwrch of Ged.

How do they judge? 1 Cor. 5.

a. "I have judged” (v. 3).

b. Apostles today are absent in body, present in

" powerful in the Word (cf. Eph. Z:1-4).

c. Elders see discipline ordered by the apostles
carried out. ‘

Spirit,

is

saw the church

ideally, stripped of all infirmity, viewed as God viewed it
before the world began and as He will glorify it eternally.
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SECTION 111







FROM CREATION .
TO THE

DAY OF ETERNITY

CHAPTER 1 "In the Beginning—-GOD"
From the beginning the Bible sets forth two great doctrines,
creation and redemption. This unfolding of Gods plan 1is necessary

-

because of sin. It i= nevar =afe to sssume a1l people helisve in God

revenled 4o wsm, Thiz first chapher sstablizshas that there is a3 God who
iz creator. This is shown through the detailed makeup of naturs, and
the lack of chaos in the universe. According to all experience, order
is derived from intellegent power. The providence of God and the nature
of God revealed in Christ attest to God as creator, provider, redeemer
and Father to those who obey Him.

CHAPTER 2 "Beginnings"

The threefold personality of the Godhead is established in the

beginning of +the Bible. Genesis, as 1its name implies, 1is the
beginning. Creation, man, the home, and sin are all introduced in
Genesis. Sin and thus separation from God leads us into the

fascinating plan of redemption. In creation we see an all wise and all
powerful Creator, in sin we see the willful discbedience to the will of
that Creator. Still this Creator did not leave His creations without

hope of redemption. Gen. 3:15 is the promise of redemption.



Chapter 3 "The Promise"

Sin and thus separation from God, would bave been much darker if Eve
and Adam had not received the promise given in Gen. 3:15. Centuries
passed before the promise was fulfilled. The seed promise was renewed
to Abrabham, Isaac, Jacob, Judah and David. All the books af prophecy
abound with the message of the coming OFE. The fulfillment came wifh
Christ Jesus. He was baorn of a virgin and of the family linage which
had been promised. Christ is the answer to all of man's needs, the
most important need being the need of redemption.

Chapter 4 "The Promise and the Law"

The promise is actually twofold. The WNation—Land Promise or
physical promise and the Seed Promise or the spirtual promise. The
physical promise has been fulfilled as we read in Josh. 21:43 "so
Jehovah gave into Isreal all the land he sware to give unto their
fathers; and they possessed it, and dwelt therin". The Bible makes no
distinction between "the law","the ten commandments" and "the covenant"
This chapter gives one of the most explicit lessons on the Sabbath law
showing the Sabbath was given af Sinai, not in Eden. It is a memorial
of Israel,s deliverence from Egyptian bondage, not of creation. We also
have a promise and fullfillment of the "new covenent". The book of
Hebrews, as well as other passages in the bible, teaches us so
completely the New superceeds the 0ld. The o0ld covenent was made
between God and Israel, the nation of Abraham's physical descendents,

and was meant to govern them until the Christ came.



Chapter § “The Apoastasy, Captivity and Restoration of Israel"

After the wandering in the wilderness for forty years because of
disobedience to God, Israel gained the land of Promise. Ve read how
God still wanted them to keep his commandments with all their heart and
soul. (Deut. 30:8-10) The ones obeying his commandments would have the
homeland and be blessed. As Joshua was given command over Israel and
Canaan divided amoung the twelve tribes we see the cycle that persisted
with the people of Israel. They would prosper, apostatize, be taken
into captivity, repent and God wouid return them to their land. After
the Judges delivering them from captivity several times the peaple
wanted a king. God had known this would happen (Deut.28:36) and gave
them Saul for their first king. Saul would not listen to God and was
replaced by David. David subdued the enemies of Israel and much was
gained for Israel by it. It was his son Solomon who was to build a
great empire. With his death the United Kingdom was divided and
captivity started again first with the northernbkindgom and them the
southern kingdom. The Assyrians, then the Babylonians. then the
Persians each ruled over the people of Israel. Under the rule of Cyrus
of Media the people of Israel were allowed to return to Jerusalem and
start work on the temple. Two later groups of Israelites returned to
complete the work to rebuild Jerusalem. Thus the fulfillment of
Zephaniah's prophecy that God would return a remnant of His people from
captivity. Paul tells us that a remnant is being saved in his

day. (Rom.11:15) God has fulfilled all his promises that were made to



the Jews. Redemption for Jew or Gentile is now'provided only in Jesus
Christ.
Chapter 6 “In the Fulness of Time-—-Christ"

The Old Testament foretold His coming and the Few Testament tells us
of his?life and work here on eaftﬁ. His life here was filled with the
task of human redemption. His birth came at exactly the time God had
planned and in the way it bhad been promised. It was God's plan for
providing for man's spiritual needs and for his redemption. Christ is
presented by Matthew to the Jews as the promised one. Mark told us of
a servant of action and power. This teaching the Romans would
understand very well. The Gentiles would accept the teachings of Luke
as he stressed the brotherhood of one family of redeemed. John tells
us more of Christ as God and explains in more detail the deity of
Christ. Sin was the reason for His death on the cross. He came with
the knowledge of His death as necessary for our sins not His, for He
never sinned. His resurrection from the dead is our assurance that He
was the son of God and is the basis of the scheme of redemption. There
are many things that attest to ﬁis resurrection two of which are the
day we gather to worship Him being the first day of the week, and
baptism being in the likeness of His death, burial, and resurrection.
The newness of life following baptism is our hope of salvatiop.
Authority is inherent with God and was given to Christ. All that is
done in religious matters is to be done with the authority or approval
of Christ. We must obey Him in order to have eternal life. He died for

all, He lives for all and He seeks all. The authority of Christ shall



remain until the end of time when His kingdom, the .church, will be

delivered unto God the Father.

Chapter 7 "VWhat Christ Offers Men"

“Féf the Son of man came to éeék and to save that which was lost"
Luke 19:10. In Heave&s invitaion Christ offers freedom from the cruel
master of sin. Sin is lawlessness, transgression of law or refusal to
do that which is good. All sin comes from doing our own will instead
of God's. We are freed not only from the guilt of sin but the power of
sin. This freedon is our heritage and glorious possession, but is
never to be taken as a license of liberty to do our own will. If we do
become weak and fall into sin; Christ is our advocate before God. Ve
have a new way of life through Christ. A straight and narrow way of
service and a way of peace. This way of peace 1s never at peace with
sinjyand the battle is to be fought at all timés. Peace with God and
self will be the way for the obedient follower. We can have
citizenship in the Kingdom of God. This Kingdom was established on the
day of Pentecost fifty days after the resurrection of Christ. (Acts 2).
Our citizenship is in heaven where Christ is king. Ve have fellowship
with the Father and the Son. This is the church which will be given up
to the Father at the end of time. Heaven is the home of the redeemed
and of those who have overcome persecution and sin and been obedient to
Christ. Satan bas a lot to offer in the ways of the world. We have
only to look around us to see the result of sin. Ve only have two

places to spend eternity--Heaven or Hell. The choice is ours.
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éhapter & °"Vhat Christ Requires of Men"

Conviction of sin comes through the gospel. When the gospel is
preached people ask "What must I do to be saved? The Word gives us
the answer to this question. Jesus wants us to believe on him though
his word. This is an active faith requiring something on our part. Ve
must change our mind and actions away from sin and toward God. Then we
must be baptized for remission of sins. Qur life does not stop there
we must continue to walk in the 1light(I John 1:5-7). This 1s the
exyamples we are given in Acts of the Philippian Jailer, the Jews on
Pentecost of Acts 2, and ta Saul of Tarsus. We work toward the perfect
example of Jesus himself.

Chaper 9 "The Christian's Character and Worship"

After our new birth at baptism it must become our character to
become imitators and worshipefs of God.  The greatest teachings on
character are from Jesus as He preached on the Mount. Actual behavior
and attitude is taught. No ritual of worship was given to the church to
follow. Vorship, which is to serve or pay homage to, can be done in
many ways. Vailn worship, will worship, and worship in ignorance are

taught a

]

aln=t and callad false wership., Trus worship is what God
wants. Ve are taught in the Word the acts in which worship is
axprassad, Prayer expresses need and communion and is one of the
greatest blessings of the Christian. Singing of songs of praise with
understanding and joy are pleasing to God. The Lordé"supper is observed
in memory of Him, and gives us the opportunity of self-examination of

our soul and to search our character. Some question the contribution
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baing a part of worship but we are to give an the firét'day of the week
in a liberal manner not counting on grace ta cover our stinginess.
Preaching or public reading on the part of the listener is looking
beyond the speaker to the God who gave us the Vord. We can then find
aurselves worshiping in understanding, truth and spirit as God would
have us to do.

Chapter 10 "The Holy Spirit"

The understanding of the Holy Spirit is difficult because of the
translation and varied usage of the Hebrew and Greek words. This study
only covers the Holy Spirit as the third person of the Godhead. The
Holy Spirit should always be refered to in the same manner as any other
person yet never diminish His deity, as is so clearly shown when the
three persons of the Godhead act together. The Spirit 1s usually
thought of as a FNew Testament personality. However the Spirit was at
and involved in creation and many other Old Testament events. His work
was mainly in revelation or commnicator. Jesus was conceived by the
Holy Spirit and He was present at the baptism of Jesus and He led him
in the wilderness. God was working through Christ by the Holy Spirit.
After the ascension of Christ, the Spirit, for the apostles, was a
comforter, teacher, witness, convictor of sin, guide and revealer,
foreteller of things to come, and glorifier of Christ. The baptism of
the Holy Spirit was for the Apostles only (per Hailey). The miraculous
acts pertained to the infant church. The indwelling of the Spirit
gives us as Christians a new character doing good works in

righteousness.



Chapter 11 "The Church of Christ"

The Church is referred to in many ways in the Hew.Testament. The
Body of Christ is a beautiful illustration as Christ 1Is the head and
the body is made up of many members all honoring the head. The Kingdom
of Christ is a highly disputed name by false teachers, but the
scripture is clear to one who studies the Bible and not man made
doctrines. As the Family of God we are made heirs at baptism through a
new birth. The church can be identified and distinguished from a
denomination in many ways, some of which are: Christ is the foundation
upon which the church is built, Christ is the head of the church, the
church wears the name of Christ as it is His since He purchased it with
His own blood and we becomé members of His church when we come 1in
contact with His blood at baptism.

Chapter 12 “The Origin of Denominations"

Jesus prayed for unity in His longest recorded prayer, Jn. 17:.
Scripture warns us against departure from the truth. However it came,
slow and gradual. One of the big turning away points was the legal
recognition of Christianity and the union of church énd state under the
rule of Constantine. An exact date cannot be given for the beginning
of the Roman Catholic church which teaches it is the church established
on the day of Pentecost of Acts 2. The teachings got farther and
farther away from the truth and finally in 1870 they decreed the
infallibility of the Pope. In the sixteenth century the Reformation
movement began as an outgrowth of revolt against corruption in the

Roman church. Fundamental differences arose concerning authority.




oy

Iy
i

y -

Protestant bodles believing authority is in the'scriétures and Catholic
bodies believed authority is with the church. All denominations formed
are the product of men and women who either wanted something new or
wanted to change the existing “churchs". A widespread desire to get
back ;o the Bible and it's téaéhings started about the turn of the
nineteenth century. Men in England and America sought to restore, not
reform the church of the New Testament. They taught correctly that all
human document must be put aside, and the simple plan of salvation
taught and obeyed. Christ was to be exalted, not man. True churches
of Christ today make the same plea, Christ and the restoration of His
word, His conditions of pardon, and the purity of life taught in His
word.

Chapter 13 "The Consummation"

One of the most common questions about the Bible concerns the second
coming of Christ. Premillennialism, the literal reign of Jesus on
earth for 1000 years, 1is the most common false teaching about the
second comming of Christ. "Christians who understand wbat the Lord has
sald believe that all the dead will be raised, that there will be a
Judgment of the just and the unjust, and then will come the eternal
reward of the righteous and the eternal punishment of the wicked. At
this time the kingdom will be delivered by Christ unto the Father". The
second coming of Christ 1s pecessary to the scheme of redemption by
complete redemption from sin and its consequences. It will surely come
as have all of Gods promises. No one knows when the day of judgement

will come except the Father. Christ will come "in like manner” as He



left and "every eye will see Him". (Rev. 1:7) The spiritual
resurrection is taking place now as we die to sin anﬁ walk in a new
1ife. The bodily resurrection is in the future at the time appointed
by the Father. The body will be raised incorruptible, immortal,
glorified, and fitted to dwell with God for eternity. ALL will appear
before God for judgement when every deed, good or bad, will be made
known. Eternal life for the righteous and eternal punishment for the

unrighteous.
SUMHARY

God reveals Himself in nature, providence, and in Christ. The
Genesis account of beginning shows the trinity of the Godhead in
creation, man, home, sin, and in His plan for redemption of man from
sin. The scheme of redemption starts to unfold after the first sin,
never leaving His people without hope. The s?iritual seed promise and
the nation-land promise were given and repeated. God gave a law that
we must obey. He tells us what he will do IF we obey Him and what He
will do IF we do not obey Him.” The 0ld Testament reveals the apostasy,
captivity and restoration of Israel. This all was preparation for the
coming of Christ. God knew before the world was formed that it would
be necessary to redeem man from sin and that the sacrifice would be
Christ. WVhen the time was right Christ's birth, life, death, burial
and resurrection were accomplished as planned by God. Christ gave us a

way to be redeemed from sin giving us a new life in his kingdom

_10_.



torever. However we mst follow His instructions by believing in him,
repenting of sin, being baptised ‘for the remission of sin, and walking
in a new life. Ve have the Vord to tell us how ta do this. The
Aclmrau:‘l:er'_we.~ are supposed ta have, the way of worship in His kingdom
are:';"explained fully. The ‘trﬁ.é:‘pattern of the church is to be follawed,
not denominational doctrine. Ve have the great blessing of the
indwelling of the Holy Spirit until we die this physical death and have

the assurance of Gods plan of redeemption for the faithful in His

\

kingdom forever.

R
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THE SCHEME OF RECEMPTION
A study of
Christ and the Church
in
The Eternal Purpose of God#*

This course of study will be confined primarily to a consideration of
Christ and the church as set forth ifi Colossians and Ephesianas. Paul's
theme in Colosrians is, the preeminence of Christ; in Ephesians, it is
the fulness and completeness of the churchs In both he teaches that
God's provision for man's spiritual necds is now complete.,

1, GOD'S ETERNAL PURPOSE IN CHRIST. EPH.11:3-14 (See Diag. 1)

"The aposiic surveys in this thanksgiving the entire source of the
revelation of grace. Standing with the men of his day, the newborn
community of the sons of God in Christ, midway between the ages past
and to come, he looks backward to the source of man's salvation when
it loy a silent thought in the mind of God, and forward to the hour when
it shall have accomplished itas promise and achieved cur redemption, "
--G, B, Findlay, The Epistle to the Ephesians,

1. God - the Architect and Fountain-head of =1l bleseings, vv. 3-6
Yerase 3.

"Every spiritual bleseing" - all blessihga are from Ged,
and in Christ,
"Heavenly places, ''en tois erouraniois en Christoj, "
"This precise phrzse {(with en) occurs no where else than
in £ph, inthe N, T." « A, T, Robertson, Wurd Pictures,
"It iz best therefore, to retain the simpie 'ocal meaning,
and take it to describe the bIensmgs which are stated tp.-be
in their nature spiritual, further as being found in heaven,
To that they belong, and from thence it iz that they come to
us to be our present poescssion on earth, Tha choice of
the unusual form here may be duc to the largness of the
idea, It is not merely that the blessings with which God -
blessed us are blessings having their origin in heaven, but
that they are ble..smg,a which have their scat_ whire God
himscif is and where Christ reigns. " .,almenﬁ Expositor's
Greck Testament, See also Eph, 1:20; 2:6; 3:10-1; of. 6:12.

%1 am indebted to Horner Hailey for the greater part of the following outline,
ECW - |
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Verses 4-6. : '
He chescus, v. 4{eclected).
(Eklektos? "picked ocut, chosen.' ---Thayer
“"Expresses the idca of selecting for oneself out of a number
« «. The foundation of the statement is the great O. T. idea of
Israel as a nation chosen by the Lord to be ‘a peculiar people
unto Himself, above all peoples that are unon the carth (Deut,
14:2}. .. The immediate subject is not what we are made, but
what God does - His election and how it proceeds, And the
idea is that that election has its ground in Christ and without
* respect to His special relation to us, and His forseen work,
there would be no election of us,'" Salmond, op. cit,’
Before the foupdation of the world, v. 4
éiz_xi?bolei "a founding (laying down a faundaties, pro, John
17:24; Eph. 1:4; I Peter 1:20).'" ~~-Thayer '"Lit,, a2 casting
down...(2) {(pra, John 17:24; Eph. 1:4; I Pet. 1:20; all other
passages, E_Q?HH} The latter phrase (pro, the three pass-
ages just just cited, HH) looks back to the past eternity."
W, E. Vine. ’ 7
Having fexegexdained us into adoption as sons, {;.;rogridzo/
v. 5, oridzo, ' =
"To predetermine, decide beforehand,..to foreorcain.
appoint befcrehand.' -<«Thayer.
“"Lenotes to bound, to sgt a boundary (English, horizon);
hence, to mark out definitely, determine. pro, beforehand,
to determine beforchand, to determine before, foreordain (Acts
4:28; 1 Cor. 2:7; Ram. 8:29~-30; Eph. 1:5-11)." --W, E, Vine,
But the choosing, foreordaining, was in the purpose of God, sez
vv. §-1l. Keep this thought before you in studying the pass=

age,
Foreknowldege - study tliis.also., prognosin, noun form, two times
in the NT;{preogino 3ko§ varh, 5 times; ’
] ~

Acts 26:5 ) Verb form, purely classicel, "previous
2 Pzt, 3:17 ) knowledge.' Wuest,

Acts 2:23° ) Noun form, beyond purely cla ssical
1 Pet, 1:2 ) meahing

Rom. 8:29 } Verb form, also beyond purely classical -
Rora. 11:2 ) meaning.
1 Pet, 1:20 )

2. Jesus Christ - the summing up of God's purpose and the

chz2nnel of His blessings, wv. T-12.
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Verse 7 - Redemption: cxplained as "the forgiveness of trespasses, "
Through His blood - for both those of the Old Covenant and of
the new, Heb. 9:15; 22; 10:4. "That apart {from us they should
not be made perfect.' . Heb, 11:40, -

Verses 8-10 - Mystery: mustcrionz:)"l. A hidden or sccret thing,
not chvious to the understand, 2. A hw or.
coungcl; secret will, " =~ _Thayer
Dispensation -{oikonomia vadministration, Dispensation,’ --«
Thayer, ''arrangement or administration" -~ Vine. ''The

. divine ordering of the affairs of the world' = The New Century
Dicticnary. — —
Fullness of time - when the time should be ready.
When ready, Christ came, Gal. 4:4; Mark 1:14,15. Thus
beg:n the unfolding, the reveiation of the mystery, the ful=
filling of the purpose of God, :
To sum up all things in Christ: i, e., the summing up of God's
redemption, thus uniting the family in heaven and on earth.

., seec Eph, 3:14. : .

Verse lla - In whom also we were made 2 heritagcs(Am SV}

in whom we have obtaincd an inheritance (KJV)\kleroo, "to
make a cleros, i. e. a heritage, private possession.. . the
heritage, -f God, Eph. 1:1l1 {In eccles, writ, it signifies to
[ become a clergyman).' - Thayer., Therciore, the Am S V is
better, of 1:18.
Verses llb - 12, a summary of the "purpose.
Purpose -~ “"ar-ording to purpose, ''key to the passage.
-'Mérotithemi,) ‘ to set before, set forth, " - W.E, Vine,
(sp_rothesis;} "The sectting forth of 2 thing; placing it in view, 2. to
et before one's self, prap-sc to on2's self; to propose,
determine, ' Thayer,
Therefore, purpose signifies God's plan set before Himself
from eternitv. Hence, God chose us in Christ before the founda-
tion of -he world, fo:eordained us to adoption, according to

purpose, in His plan

L4
3, The Holy Spirit - the earnest of our inheritance vv. 13-14, you

hegrdT"t e gospel - you believe - you were sealed. 13.

Scaled: spragidzo: "To set a2 mark upon by impress of a seal,
to stamp, . respecting God, who by the giit of the HS indicates _
who are his, pass., Eph. 1:13; 4:30," -~ Thayer. "'to seal,
is uscd D indicatc {d) ownership and security, togother with
desgination. " -~W.E: Vine. T

"Holy Swirit of promise' - promise; Not active, bringing or
confirming the promise; but passive, promised; object or
content of the promise. ©romiscs Jocl 2:28-32; Isa. 44:3;
Ezck. 26:26, 27; Zech. 12:10; John-14-16; Acts 2:38-39; Gal. 3:
26:27; 4:6-7--Hence, it was the Holy Spirit himself who was
promiscd. '
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Verse 14: - Earncst, {arrabon/ ''an carnest,'i. e. money which
in purchascs is given as a pledge that the full amount will
subsequently be paid," --Thaycr. ''Originally, carnest--
moncy deposited by the purchaser’and forfeited if the purchase
was not completed. In general usage it came to denotc o
pledge or earnest of any sort; in the N T it is used only of
that which is assured by God to believers...2 Cor. 1:22; 5:5;
Eph, 1:14." =W, E, Vine., Thercfore, it is God's full guarantee
that the purpose will be consummated in our inheritance, in
the resurrection; the final work of Christ's redemptive sacrifice,

. 1 Pet. 1:5-9; Heb. 9:27,28. This view of the purpose cxtends

from eternity to eternity.

GOD:; ) (GOD:
Purposed | { Consumation
Chose us Mystery CHRIST Holy Spirit ( of purpose
Foreordained ) Revezled {Inh, 1P1:

Sealed ( 3-5
{(carnest)

@ THE CHURCH -~ IN THE ETEFRNAL PURPOSE OF GOD: EPH.
1:15-4:16 (sce diagram no. 3) '

of Colossians to the book of Ephesians, one
nthe fulness of Christ" to that of "The {fulness
"Christ, the fulness of the Godhead, "

"the church, the fulness of Him that filleth

In passing from the book
passes {rom & consideration of
of the church."” God in Christ -
Col. 2:9. Christ in the church -

all in 211", Eph. 1:22,27. :
The cternal purpose of God has been considered; also it has beon chown

that Christ is the summing up of all the purposge, wisdom and knowledge of
God. In this section we propose to show the place of the church in the
eternal purpasc of Ged, and tkat in it are summed up all of God's provisions

for man whizh He has made in Christ.

1. The church - the fulness of Christ, Eéh« 1:15-23.

(1) In Christ: Every spiritual blessing, 1:3. ‘
Redemption, the forgivencss of sinsi 117,
Summing up of all things, 1:19. '
God!s heritage, -1:11. .
Sts. sealed unto the inheritance, 1:13-14.

{(2) Paul's prayuer and desire for the saints; that they may
exr which'arc at the

appropriate these blessings and the pow
Christian's digposal, 1:15-20.
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(3) But the church is the fulness of Christ, '1:23, Therefore, all
that God has provided in Christ is enjoyed by those in Christ,
who are the church, which is the fulncas of Him that filleth
all in all. Every provision in Christ, made by God for man,
is realized in the church.

The church - the alive with Christ, 2:1-10.

(1} The former condition; dcad in sing and trespasses, 2:1-3,
{2) But now raised up to sit with Him in heavenly places; and
“that by the power exercised in Him when God raised Him

4,10,

The charch - the body of the reconciled, 2:11-18.

(1) Separated, alienated, and without Ged, 2:11-12 {plus the
enmity which existed between themn and the Jews).

(2) But now made nigh in Christ, by His blood, 13-15. One new
men: the new creature, 2 Cor. 5:17; neithsr Jew nor Greck
The "one body* is the church, made up of those new indivi=-
uals, ' .

(3) Reconciled in “ene body* - the church. Christ preached
peace unto them; but when? In the Holy Spirit through the
gospel, Jn. 14:18, 26; Acts 26:23; through the apostles, 2 Cor.
5:18-21; through Christians, Eph. 3:17; Phil. 2:14-15; Rev.
22:17. :

Thereforz, all the reconciled are those in Christ, in the Church;
all outside of Christ are outside the church, the body of the
reconciled, and hence lost. '

The church - a templz of God, a hahitation for God in the Spirit,

a ]g’-u‘ e

(1) Fellow-citizens - here in the kingdom iden = fellow=citizens
in the kingdom, though strangers in the world, 2:19; I Pet,
2:11, 12, The kingdom and the church are one:
Church bought with bleoed, Acts 20:28,
Individuala bought with blood, I Pet. 1:18, 19.
The individuals bought with blood are the kingdom,
Rev., 5:9,10. '
Since the individuais bought with blood constitute the church =
constitute tha kingdeom ~ the church and kingdomr” arv the samae,
(2) Houschold of God - the family idea -~ God's family, His sons
and daughters, 2 Cor. 6:16, 17; I Tim, 3115,
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LR (3)A temple of God - the worship ideca ~ a dwclhng place for'God t
s in the Spirit, vv. 20-22; see I Cor. 3:1,16,17; 2 Cor, 6:16-13;
Y Cor, 6:19-20., The various congregations make up the church
in the aggragaie. '

5. The church - in the eternal purpose of God 3:1-13, . STV

(1) The revelation of the mystery, vv, 1-7 o\
The mystery: the place of the Gentiles in the plan God
(see also Col, 1:27; 2:3-4).
Fellow-heirs: lsraells God is our God; Abraham is cur
father, Gal. 23:7,29; Israel's expericnce our example, I Coz.
10:6-11; their inheritance our inheritance, Heb., 9:15; Acts 20:32;
both are heirs of the ages, 1 Cro, 3:21-23.
Follow-members of the body: one body, the church, made ip
cf Jews and Gentiles - now new - Eph. 2:15,17.
Fellow-partakers of the promme- God's promise to Abraha.m. /L/c

Gon. 12:3; 22118, Yg,Q\MW
(lm/w\twg

Its revelationt _
Through the apostles and prophets (NT prophets, 4: II)Y G
by the Holy Spirit, John 14:26; 16:12-14; 1 Pet. 1:3-4, V[ — Baw W
Here ig tha Holy Spirit's wosrk. * - ‘Q
— {2} Paul's special mission, vv. 8-10,
Preach to the Gentiles, v, 8. Whole plan of the gospel,
_To make all men ces - to bring them into fellowshxp with Ged
through the nospel, v. 9.
/ Through which unfeolding in the church angela were bgmg
inatructed, v. 10, See I Pet, l:l0=12.
And now, {ulfilled in the church, hence the church waeg as much
e g part of that eterral purpose of God ~ the body of recons
ciled and redecmed men - as any other part. This forever ‘3& —
snswers the clalms andfealishness of premillenialist on th%um ”(//u

church as a substitute or 2n a’ter-t}aought. )2 P/‘w/ R CH Sy 6!

—

6. Therclore ~ unto Him be glory in the Church, 3:14.21, .-

{1} Paul'e prayer for the church that they faint not, but they bs
strengthened inChrist, vv. 14-19.

(2) "Unto Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus for ever
and ever. " 3:20-21, Here is God's groeat and eternal puzpose
finding its fulfillment and unfolding - plorified in, tha church,

.

oThis forcver answers the absurd claims of Mormonism and all other modern
rcvelationists therc is nothing left to be revealed; thore is no vacuum to be

filled, |13 10 2.6, 3,,0'/ /}

‘//“‘. . . : n
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THE SCHEME OF REDEMPTION
Lesson One

INTRODUCE:

Bro. Ed Wharton calls this course "The Grandaddy of All Bible Study.!
I agree, having studied it for seven years. This study more than any i
other single course has opened the Bible up to me. I have learned how
to study and have been motivated to study and lexrn. If 1t helps you
a tsnth as much as it has helped me, it will be well worth your while.

This course is called "The Scheme of Redemption." Sarah llkes
the title "Drama of Redemption."” I like 1t too beaause "GOD'S PLAN
TO SAVE US IN_CHRIST AND THE CHURCH" 1s exclting, dramatic, moving,
soul-gtirring, heart-throbing and spine-tingling. The theme of the
Bible from front to finish 1s redemptive. The theme is MAN'S SALVATION
FROM SIN THROUGH CHRIST AND THE CHURCH. It is to that theme, 1ts

beginning, its development and 1its fulfillment that I direct your
attention: GLomlFIcATION oF GOob AlUbd SALVATION ©F mMAN TRAU JESUS CH RIST,

In this course, we will learn how this plan to save us was
formed in the mind of God before the World began in eternity and will
be consummated in eternity after thls world has come to an end. Our
redemption is an eternally purposed redemptlon. It is truly packed
with drama and action.

The alm of this course [as stased in your Study Guidey TO PRESENT
CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH AS THE FULL AND FINAL REALIZATION OF THE GREAT
REDEMPTIVE WORK OF GOD. There 1s that theme agaln. God interfered
and intervened in human history with a view toward directing the affalrs
of men and of nations as they affected the fortunes of Israel in order
to bming the Messianic Seed-line to a consummation in the birth of Jesus
our Savior God was ab-work from Eden's Garden onward to bring to pass
this pla T purpose which once was but a silent thought in His mind.

And thes0ld Testament is a historical record of the developmmhh of thgg

= LINE DE SCEANDANTS
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If the Bible records the working of God in history to save us from

sin, then at some point man must have fallen into sin. If the crufifixion

of Christ was actually the redemptive act of God, then at some polnt in

history man actually fell through sin. IT IS THE EARLY CHAPTERS OF

GENESIS THAT RECORD THAR-FALL, The rest of the Blble 1s God'w own

revelation of the working out of that redemption in the framework of

human history. However, many people do not relate Jesus to Genesls,

and they do not pay attention to the 0ld Testament. IS THE BOCK OF

GENESIS HISTORICAL OR MYTHOLOGICAL? DOES IT RECORD LITERAL, FACTUAL,

HISTORICAL EVENTS AND PEOPLE OR IS IT MERELY MYTH AND FOLKLORE??7?

What difference does it make in talking about Noah, the creation story,

the time of days in Genesls, the woman being tempted, etc., as long as

we believe Jesus is the Son of God?

There are implications in reagrd to Jesus who accepted these
events as the Word of God and historically true. If Jesus appealed/oun HK%S
to the flood as historical, do you believe Jesus at that point? Ifé%Asz26~
Jesus vView of Genesls 1s incorrect, how can you believe his view of 168 -
Calvary to be correct, IS JESUS RELIABLE TOTALLY? IS HE TRUSTWORTHY?
And if Jesus of the Gospels is not the Jesus of history who sald what
He gsald about Noah, Adam, Jonah, the creation, then you have cast doubt
on inspiration of the entire Bible,



RIE-STIRY 7o save LS

From the outset the Bible is written in the context and appearance
of sane and sober history. There 1s not the 3lightest hint that these
Scriptures contain myth. In no way can we legitimately conclude that‘*
Genesls, esgpecially the first eleven chapters, are mythological and
symbolic. { I had a teacher one time who had been led to believe that
the early chapters of Genesis presented a somewhat symbolic picture
of things and was not to be taken literally and did not record
actual events. But he had been led to think this through denomitional
thinking and liberal theology. The historical and literal nature of
the Bible is easily determined in contrast to the parables, allegories
and symbolisms which are usually defined within the context. (Luke
B:4.15, Gal, 4:21-31)., When the Bible teaches by allegory or parables
Oor symbolism it is either clearly told us in the text or understood
by the context. TFor anyone to read. the parables, allegories, etc.
of the Bible and then to read Genesls is to know tht Genesls bears no
falnt resemblance to any of these, but that it appears to be what it asks
us to believe it 1s--HISTORICAL FACT,

We Welleve and will show in this lesson that the Bible is, Genesils
included, 1s historically true and described real people, events and
consequences. If Genesls 1s viewed as MYTH, then the rest of
scripture 1s undermined; this is seen in three ways:

I. FIRST TRUST IN JESUS IS UNDERMINED AND THE NEW TESTAMENT PRESENTATIGN
OF REDEMPTION OR SALVATION THROUGH CHRIST IS UNDERMINED...IF THE
BOOK OF GENESIS IS NOT TRUE.

What do I mean by this? Namely that Luke 19:10, Matt. 1:21, 1 Tim.
1:15 teach that Jesus' coming into the wprld was to save us from sin.HEM
But if the Geneslis' account of man's fall through sin is not accepted
as a reality, then what makes salvation through Christ necessary?
That is, 1f mankind did not actually fall through sin, from whhat
would he need saving? Sin is gseparation from God (Isa. 59:1-2),

and brings death (Rom., 5:12). |[But if Genesis ch. 3 merely recorded

a myth, something that didn't really happen, then we have not

been separated from God and are not in need of saving., It boills
down to thls: If there 1s no literal Adam, devil, there is no

literal fall through sin, and no need for salvation today. X

The 0ld Testament presents the origin of man, his_fall, and his
inability to redeem himself and so educates him to his need for
salvation. The New Testament presents Christ as the satisfaction
of that need. (Therefore, both testaments form a unity of narrative

and purposeJ
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THE IMPORTANCE OF PRESERVING AND BEING ABLE TO TRACE THE MESSIANIC
SEED-LINE THROUGH HISTORY IS UNDERMINED IF GENESIS IS NOT HISTORICALEY

RELIABLE.

If the Genesls account of our origin and fall isviewed mythicallly,
then mankind cannot be viewed as fallen and in need of salvation.
What need then would be there be for God to preserve the Messianic-
Seed-line from Adam through Noah, Abraham, David, etc. as the Bible
says He did. But Af galvation from sin 1s egssential for man, then
at some point in hls own history he had to have actually sinned.
GENRSIS RECORDS THAT SIN AND THEN GIVES A TRUE ACCOUNT OF GOD'S
PROMISE OF REDEMTPION THROUGH THE SEED OF MANKIND (Gen. 3215)

THE REST OF THE OLD TESTAMENT REVEALS THE PRESERVATION OF THE SEED-

LINE FROM EXTINCTION AND ITS DIRECTION TO CHRIST. -LINE = MALES

OESCENDING DIRECTLN FRom A R. THRU EACH SUGCEEDN GENEQARTION . - -
LINERGE - LINE OF PHMS: Desceu/ﬁwrs.,. AWCESTAY v» » FAMILN‘TREE—-FGD\BE&QERS

Supernatural acts to preserve the seed-line cannot be taken serlo Siyﬁuid
4 the cause for thoe acts is not to be regarded as factual. / Wheé 2 ool
our fall through Adam as revealed in Genesis 1s regarded as factual
and true, then the Messlanlc seed-line as promised in Genesls 3:15
quite naturally and essentially must Dbe nistorically traceable from
Adam to Christ. And so Bed did (see Gen. o 11).

Only a literal view of Adam’'s sin can give a historlc and redemptive
meaning to the tracing of the seed-line through Seth to Noah (Gen. 5),
and from Noah and his son Shem to Abraham (Gen., 1177 to whom the
promise of redemption was later made (Gen. 12:2, 22:18, Gal. 3:16).

Tracing the seed from Abraham through David to Jesus is no more
nistorically believeable than tracing the seed from Adam through
Noah to Abrhaam. This 1s emxactly what Moses did for us in the
genealogies of Genesis, and Luke's genealogy did egssentally the
same, spanning the entlre course of history from Jesus back to
Adam, gif theaccount of Adam's sin 1is not historically true,

then these genealogles, Luke's included, cannot have any

practical meanling whatsoever. And at what point did Luke

stop recording actual historical persons in his genealogy and began
to write fictitious persons???

The information contained in the genealogies furnishes us
proof og the reliability of God to save us acoording to His Word.



TTI., ANY VIEW OF GENESIS OTHER THAN HISTORICALLY TRUE UNDERMINES
FAITH IN JESUS AND THE APOSTLES.

NOTE: Any portion which 1s regarded as mythological is but
another way of saying what the Bible records at this point

is simply not true.

“Jesus and the apostles sometimes based thelr doctrines on the
historiaal valldliy of Lhe events recorded 1n Genesis. Aiso,
theSe Soctrines, because they are based squarely on the
information in the Book of Genesls, Involve the integrity

of Jesus and the apostles, and inerrant inspliration of the
New Testament. In other words, if we can't bellevVe Genesls,
then we-can't belleve Jesus, Paul and Peter.

A. Jegus endorsed the entire 0ld Testament as hisoricallly
Tellable (John 5:39, 10:35, Luke 2L 4l h7) .,

1. He referred to Elisah and Elijah and thelr supernatural
acts (Luke 4:25-27); to Jonah as a real person inside
a real whale (Matt. 12:39-41); to Noah and the flood as
1iteral and true (Matt. 24:37-39). IS JESUS RELIABLE?

2., An 1llustration of the authenticity of Genesis 1s seen 1in
%@gﬁf’ argument for the truth of one woman for one man
+ 19:3-9). Jesus tells us in this discourse that
God who made both man and mamazhage will not grant
divorce for every cause and appeals to the book of
Genesis as sufficient aurhotity for that conclusion.
If we do not accept what Jesus accepted as authoritative, we
simply cannot maintain complete faith in Jesus as
authoritative and divine.

3. Jesus believed in the devil as historically true
(John 8:44), EITHER GEBESIS RECORDS AUTHENTIC HISTORY

OR JESUS WAS WRONG.

B, Paul and Genesls.

m————

1. Moses' account of the orighn and man and marriage
and his account of the nature of the marriage relationship
as God created 1it, cannot be relegated to the realm of
mere myth, without reflecting agalnst the truth of Paul's
observation on the subject of homogsexuality.,..that 1t is
against nature and is an unseemly error. Hom. 1:26-27,
How could homosexuality possibly be "agalnst nature"
unless it contradicts the true nature of things as God
made them? How can we determine the natural use of the
woman if we refuse God's own revelation of the needs
and nature of man as God made him and the origin, purpose and
nature of the woman? WE REJECT PAULYS APOSTOLIC AUTHORITY
IF WE DO NOT ACCEPT THE AUTHORITY OF THE OLD TEST. SCR.
WHICH PAUL REFERS TO AS CONFRIMATION OF HIS ARGUMENTS .



2, Pauls' doctrine of universal condemnation and the need for
universal salvation (Rom, 571Z,1%). I Cor. 15:12, 2 Cor. 5:14,

3' 2 Cor. 1152-—30

4,The doctrine of the place af the man and womanlin the church
(1 Tim, 2:8,), 1 Cor. IT:8,7. Bl

C. Peter and Genesis.

1. 2 Peter ch. 3. Peter strongly enhorts Chrs. to remember
the word of God in both the 01d and New Test. as a defense
against those who mockingly deny the historically
reliability of the Word of God. He specifies the Genesls
flood as an example of the trustworthiness of the Lord's
promise to bring judgment against ungodly men (vs. 3-6).
Then he procee@s to warn "the heavens that now are, and the
earth..."” The samw word which broughtthe flood will also
bring about the end of &he present world. Then ends (8=14).
Therefore, on the basls of the historical flood which was
accomplished by the Word of God, Peter seeks to confirm the
Word of the Lord to come again., If The Genesls account of
the flood if not historical fact, then Peter's argument
to godly living is baseless.

CONCLUSION: Jesus, Paul and Peter made doctrinal and moral arguments
_based on their historical and literal view of the first eleven chapters
of Genesis. To deny their appeal to the 0ld Test. scr. is to dény

them and take the ground and force from their doctrines. Thus, the
denial of the historical rediability of Genesis has serlous
implications relative to the infallibility of Jesus, the dlvine
inspiration of the apostles, and the absolute reliability of the

word of God. v



TN

I.

THE SCHEME OF REDEMPTION
"Bruising The Serpent's Head"-Lesson Two

THE ORIGINAL SEED PROMISE. (Understand that this promlse states that
some day the seed (singular) of woman will strip the devil of his

power of death).

A, Man's Need for A Savior.

1.

Gen. 2:15-17 state the original requirements. BRetainlng eternal
1ife was conditional on faith in God. Faith = TRUST + OBEDIENCE.
Rom., 1:5, 16:25 speak of the obedience of falth. If first man
and woman had "trusted and obeyed", sin would not have entered

into the world and the consequences of sin. Rom. 5:12.

Gen. 3:1-6 describe the sin and the fall of man.,

a., Satan 1s called a liar, the father of lies, a murderer
from the beginning, a sinner from the beginning, and one
who seeks to corrupt, devour, lead astray and murder (John
8:44, 2 Cor. 11:3, 1 John 3:8, 1 Peter 5:8).

b. Satan's tools are (1 John 2:15-17 or as described
symbolically in Rev.-Persecution, False Doctrine and

Worldliness)

c. Thus, the warnings, 1 Peter 5:8. Mankind falled to
heed the warnings and when Adam bit, "blt the dust.”

Gen. 3:7-24 discuss the consequenceg of gin, It 1s significant
to see what sin brought into the world:

a. Shame, compare 2:25 with 3:7-

b, Fear, 3:10

¢c. Sorrow & toil, 3:16-19

d. Thorns and thistles, 3:18

e. Death, 3:19,22

f. Separation from God, 3:23-24

B, Promise of a Savior, 3:15. Chapter 3 of Gen. thus dilscusses
man™s need for a sSavior and God's intention to meet that need.
Thig is the first announcement in history of the Savior God
had formerly ordained before the world began (1 Peter 1:18-20).
The rest of the 01d Testament i1s a historical record of the

developem&ntof that plan.




"And T will put enmity between THEE and the WOMAN, and between THY
SEED and HER SEED; IT shall bruise thy head, and THOU shalt bruise

his heel."”

1. Thls promise involves 5 points or facts:

a. A NEED for salvation or redemption.
b, The fact a Redeemer would come.
¢. The Redeemer would be of the human race.
d. He yould be mlraculously_brought forth.
e. His victory over the Devil is implied.
2. This promise 1s llteral, yet 1t needs interpretation and
definition, However, 1t takes the rest of the Bible to
really define its meaning. This prediction of the Messlah

was in dark terminology to those people, but it has been
11luminated to us. Therefore, let us consider the followling

terms or words:

a., Enmity, which 1s 111-will or hatred.
b, Seed, meaning posterlity, of fspring, descendant, children.

¢. Bruise, meaning to crush or trample down with a view to
Total destruction of Satan's power.

d. Head. The head has the power or authority, as in Matt.
28:18, Eph. 1:22-23, Col. 1:18.

3, In this passage, the one wlth the power or aukthority 1s the
devll, so when the scripture speaks of "the seed of woman"
“Bruising the devil's head, 1t speaks of taking the devil's
authority or power.

a. What is the Devils power? Heb. 2:14--Death., Original
language means "grip® or "grasp, "which speaks of Satan's
power to grab hold of one who commits sin and hang on to him,

EZEK.|8:20—500L'S SEPARATIe
b. What 1s death? Separation from God (Isa. 59:1-2, Eph. 2:1) oL [
Sin kills (Gen. 2:17, Eph. 2:1); when you sin; you die. “ALIENATEL
When a baby is born, 1t grows up to the age of moral IN MIND
responsibility, it knows the difference between right and
wrong, and when 1t goes ahead and does what 1t knows to be
wrong, it committs sin, and it loses what it was born with.
'ﬂ@E;;JT WAS BORN WITH ETERNAL LIFE, not a length of 1life, but a
quality of life. The quality of life you have 1in your body
is physical 1life, but there 1is another quality of 1life



d.

that you were born with-but that you lost through sin...ETEBNAL
LIFE., We can all plead guilty, and when we sinned, we lost the
eternal 1life we were born with; that 1s when we were separated,
died and lost life,

Is. Gen, 2:17 spiritual death or physical death? BOTH.

(1) When we sinned, we were separated from the life that comes
from God that we were born with to stay with Him throughout
all eternity., SEPARRATION &F sSOUL Faom oD WITH LBs5S
SRIGINVAL SLINESS PRIMARN 1 ALSe FERR, SORROW, STRIFE

(2) And"as a natural consequence of our sin and also of the
loss of this eteernal quality of 1life, our body began to
immediately decay, Gen. 3:19,22, Thus, 1t is death 1in
a DOUBLE DOSE. There is a physical death and there is a
_spiritual death, but one is the consequence of the other.

What do I mean by spiritual death? 1 John 1:1-4 defines the
death of Gen, 2:17, Eph. 2:1.

(1) John starts our with what God wants to share with us.

(2) John speaks of "that which was from the beginning", JESUS,
compare John 1l:1-3.

(3) John says the 1life was manifested, then defines 1t, "that
eternal 1life..." God manifested that ernal 1life in JESUS.
John said, "that which we have seen and hear, we declare
unto you." WHAT FOR?

oF

(4) "that you may have fellowship with us..." The word fellowship

means to share, partake of, participate in. The thing that
God wants to share with us sinners that we do not have 1is
ETERNAL LIFE. 1 John 5:13.

Eternal existence must not be equated with eternal life.

1 John 5:13 is a promise, yet noone enjoys eternal physical
existence. What do we have? A quality of 1life, spiritual 1life,
that we did not have prior to becoming a Christian...BARCLAY,
page 15, Scheme of BRedemption. Eph. 2:1 describes us dead 1n
our sins, but alive physically, eating, drinking marrylng, etc.
This passage shows we had some kind of life, physical 1life. We
were 1living in one sense, yet dead 1in another. Thus, this shows
there aTe twho kinds of lives. Also if we were still alive and
could live forever that way, we would not have eternal life,
rather ETERNAL EXISTENCE,

What God has to offer us is what the devil wants to keep us
from, The devil's power i1s death by reason of sin, and this
death 1s separation from God, from the 1life th4 1s from with or
of God, "that ETERNAL LIFE" (1 John 1l:1-4).



II. THE LAW OF SIN AND DEATH ( Learn that the law of sin and death was
fhstituted in the Garden of Eden and is still operative today).

A. Three separate and different laws are spoken of in Rom. 8:1-3:
1. The law of the spirit of 1life in Christ Jesusﬂ
2. The law of sin and death,
3. The law which was weak through the flesh.

B. The Law of Sin and Death. Remember, that death resulting from
sin 1s separation from the life of God, "that eternal 1life.”
Hence the law of sin and death immediately separates the sinner
from fellowship with God. That law in effect 1s: WHEN YOU SIN,
YOU DIE; you dile spiritually (Eph. 2:1) or are separated from
God (Isa. 59:1-2),

1. How do you get to that state? By violating law, breaking law,
what sin is (1 John 3:4), Sin is from the Greek word "harmatia"”
meaning to "miss the mark,"” which 1s a LEGAL TERM. Thos who
sinned or broke law, were separated from Gadand life. Rom. 5:12-14
teaches tht because of Adam's sin death passed to all wen because
all men sinned and that “"death reigned from Adam to Moses..."
What law did they break if it wasn't the law of Moses? BSome
contend that the law of Moses is the law of sin an death, but
these sins were before the law of Moses was glven, and there
can be no sin where there 1s no law (5:13).

2. The law which existed and was broken by those from Adam to
Moses was the moral law, the difference between right and wrong,
where law of legislation comes from in human gsoclety. The law
of gin and death cannot exist without a moral law in the background
as a basls. Tahat is, 1t is always wrong to steal, lie, commit
adultery,murder, bear false wltness...long before Law of Moses
including 10 commandments or Sermon on Mount condemned such
things and regulated such things in a codified system...conslder
Adam & Eve's sin, lying, deceit, pride, etc; Caln’'s sin of murder
and lying and jealousy, etc.; Gen. 6. Therefore, every person
grows up knowing the difference between right and wrong, good
and evil. All have a sense of OUGHTNESS (Rom. 2:14-15)., -Without
a wirtten, codified system of law, the Gentiles proved by their
own legislative system that morality 1s something they recognize.
THIS CANNOT BE POSSIBLE UNLESS THERE IS SUCH A THING AS A MORAL
IAW AND A MORAL GOD THAT MADE IT.

3., So then, sin and death 1s a law that came into belng when
Eve bit and gave to Adam and he Dbit. Law relgned from Adam
to Moses. Man broke law and was in the grip of death. The
devil has power over death because of sin. 1 Cor. 15:56,
Heb, 2:14,



C.

The law of Moses was unable to rescue or redeem those in bondage to

sin and death, to the devil's grip, hils death-grip. The Law of Moses
could not Justify from sin (Acts 13:38-39). This 1s the thing the

1aw of Moses was weak to accomplish (Rom. 8:3). The law showed man
that he was a great sinner (Rom. 3:10). This was 1ts purpose to .
show man he was a sinner and in need of a Savior (Gal. 3 ,RoM. 7.7-,%.29

1. The Law of Moses had jrement of legal perfection. One
violation condemns (ﬁg@§;§f%g7; if a man keeps all the laws he
would have earned eternal 1life (Gal. 3:12). Deu. 27126, Let. 18:5.
Rom. 7:10., Man-power was notenough; couldn't pull~ self up by
boot-straps.

L

2. The law of Moses made no provision for forgiveness (Heb., 10:4).

"

What the Law of Moses could not do, God did "sendlng His own son,..
This 1s the idea of "the law of the spirit of life..,." WHERE IS IT?

", ..in Christ Jesus." Life is in Christ, "that eternal life"” which

the apostles witnessed and preached, that life which was "the light of
men" (John 1l:4), that life which we can know we have (1 John 5:13=15).
Two laws exist today: THE LAW OF SIN AND DEATH and THE LAW OF THE SPIRIT
OF LIFE IN CHRIST JESUS; the Law of Moses belng merely a schoolmaster
and fulfilled and nalled to the cross (Gal. 3, Eph. 2:15). People

sin and lose what they ze born with, thus are in the grip of sin and
death. But Christ can restore that l1ife. This is why the scripture
says, "THERE IS NO CONDEMNATION IN CHRIST JESUS...1f there 1is no
condemnation, then there is 1life, not death

1. How did Jesus bring the Devil's power to nought?

a. By overcoming the Devil, resisting temptation (Matt. 4:1-11),
and paying a debt I could not pay. 2 Cor. 5:181-,21., Separated
fro us (Matt., 27:46). By His past death and resureection
and His present 1life and intercesslion (Rom., 5 6-11) He frees me
5 Christian from the law of gin and death.

b, I still sin (1 John 1:8), not a regular practice, but if I
trust and work, even though I sin, He will keep me where
condemnation is not and salvation is---thrust of ROM., 8:1-.
Sin and death is law operative for those outslde of Christ.



However, 1f I wilfully and continually, I fall from the grace

and 1life in Christ right back into the grip of Satan and under the
law of sin and death. "MAKE CALLING AND ELECTION SURE" We can,
and don't have to feel lost one moment and saved thenext, roller-
coagter salvation. Christ is powerful enough to lead us to
freedopme. .when we are Justified, Christ can not only free us from
gin, but from the law which would otherwise separate us from God
when we sin., The Spirit's law as opposed to Moses' inferior

law 1s superior because 1t operates thorugh faith in the all-
powerful Christ, according to God's plan. Rom. 6:14, Belng

now in Christ, nelther answerable to the law of Moses nor under
the curse of the law of sin and death, Christilans surely will
glorify God by thelr works.

2., Two extremes:

a. License to sin (Rom. 6:1-

b. Not possible to be lost (Heb., 10:26-31....willful sin condemns
even those who know the truth

N ¢. Keep on keeping on



?III. DAVID ANDJUSTIFICATION (understand that DAvid could not be Justified
by_the :Law_of Moéses but could be justified under the Law of Moses).

-

A, Christ Jusifies the ungodly (Rom, 4:1-5, Psa. 32:1-2).

B. David prime example, lies, commits adulsery, murﬂers, and the
law condemned him., But later God forgave him. HOW?

1. Not by his law-keeping. Law condemned at first transgression
and no amount of right doing could erase or make up or atone
for sin committed. David could not say "I did itjust once."”
We think like that: "I did 1t Just once and will never do 1t
again.,”

2, David was forglven or Justifled:

a. By the means of his falth. David trusted God, not his
commandment KkKeeplng. David didn't underss#and like we do
but He actually trusted in Christ.

b, On the basis of the cross (Heb. 9:14-, Rom. J:12l4-,
1 Peter 1:18). God wrote an IOU on the cToss.

3., Abraham an other example (Rom. 4:3), God said, "I will take
they seed, and the world will be blessed by 1it." ABRHEAM BELIEYED
GOD, AND IT WAS ACCOUNTED TO HIM FOR RIGHTEQUSNESS." That 1s,
his faith was counted for righteousness. And we are Jjustifed
1ike Abraham was...BY FAITH ON THE BASIS OF THE CROSS. Only
one thing is more powerful than law, and that is GOD. Jesus
paid it all. the law had to be paild because God 1s a just God.
BUT JESUS SATISFIED THE DEMANDS OF THE LAW. That was enough
for David and Abraham and that is enough for us. Where is our
tpust today? In our baptism, in our church going, our sermons,
our giving, or IN JESUS. Now we do those things because we
believe (James 2,



IV. THE BINDING AND BRUISING OF SATAN (Jesus 1llustrates His power
over Satan in the story of the strong man being overcome by a
stronger man). God's purpose (1 John 3:8).

A. Christ's claims for His life and His cross.

1.

To be stronger than Satan (Matt. 12:22-24, Luke 11:21-22).
The Devil wants to spoil us. Jesus wants to spoll the
Devil. Sinners (WE) are the devil's goods, in the devil's

%E%%s°fc?3%32' con%;gned by the law of sin and death. Faom
L S oEm NI s:u-’;:%zass. STRONG ENOUSH To REEP PEVIL
a. Strong man was Satan.

b. Stronger man was Christ.

¢. Proof of His claim--Christ had power to cast out the
devil's sons. Next (in thetext) He will prove His power
by binding Satan himself. Example of a man with a club
guarding his booty, and a man with a gun overpowers him.

Christ was stronger than Satan because He had no sin.
a. Power of death 1s sin.
b, Power of sin is the law.

¢. Christ committed no sin, violated no law, thus the
1law of sin and death did not apply to him. John 14:30,
10:17-18, John 12:31-33).

d. Conflict bstween Christ and Satan was spiritual (Eph. 6:12)
as our own conflict.. Matt, 4:1-11, Heb. 415

Tt was in Christ's perfect sinlessness and the cross that
He beat the devil out, It only remained for Him to break
forth from the grave and prove what He had accomplished.

a. Acts 2:22-24,.,.death could not hold it because 1t never got
1ts stinger into Him...Heb. 4:14-15--2:10~ speaks of
the children God gave to Jesus before the world began.
That makes us Jesus' brother, and He our elder brother.
As our older brother, He came to get us out the
death-house. V., 14 describes how He did jt. | Through
His own death, Jesus destroyed the murderer's works
(1 John 3:8)...spoiled his house and took his goods
(Matt, 12:22-24, Luke 11:21-22)...brulsed his head
(Gen. 3:15). Jesus destroyed and delivered those
who had been in bondage to the law of sin and death.

NOTE: People are subject to bondage because they are scared
to death they would be. Example: If youare fearful of
going to hell and expecting you will, you will not

live righteously..."Why try; be lost anyway."



b.

The-regurrection declared Christ to be who He claimed to be
(Rom. 1:4), end that He had conguered sin and death and
crushed the devil's power, HowW CcoVLD oESUS ovERCEME WORLD

WORALD KIS HIM CIORN (63D,

Christ and Christians. Now the devil has no power over
Christians (Rom. 8:31-39, see 8:1). 1 John 5:18. If I

am saved from sin, I am more motivated to serve because

of gratitude than fear. 2 Cor. 5:11,14, Even when 1 dile,

T CRUSH SATAN UNDER MY FEET AS WELL (Rom . 16:20). That
spells VICTORY. When you die, your eternal state is set.
You don't have to wailt till judgment to know where you are
going. You go to Christ to know that. You go to judgment
to recelve sentence (John 5:24-25)., We already have eternal
l1ife...we will stand in judgment...but not condemned..,.will
pass out of Jjudgment or condemnation as we are already
redeemed., If we are worried, we elther don't understand the
gospel, believe it sufficiently, our knowledge 1s incomplete
or our love is imperfect (1 John 4:17-19).

LF



THE SCHEME OF REDEMPTION
"The Two-Fold Promise"-Lesson 3

~~ 1. INTBODUQTISN TO THE TWO-FOLD PROMISE. Page 41, par. 1.

A.

el F noad 6EY,

Gen. 3:115--the seed of woman shall bruise the serpent's head.
The Bible from that polnt on 1s the revelation of the fulfillment
of that promise.

After the flood when the world was going into idolatry, God
chose Abraham as the servant through whom the seed should come.

You then find Ch. 5 of Genesis glves you a genealogical record
tracing the seed from ADAM to NOAH. Gen. ch. 11 traces from
NOAH to ABRAHAM. The thought is: If the first 11 chapters of
Genesis are not historical and literal, @gen ch. 5 and 11 are
absolutely useless. And since Luke glves the same genealogical
record as by Moses in ch. 5 and 1], his record is worthless.

NOTE: Gen. 3:15 states the original seed promlse., Christ is
the seed, so what is promised is™Salvatlion. But [Noah 1s in
the seed promise (through Noah the seed-line spans the flood),
but if Noah is not historical and 11ter&i'jWL purpose does
Chs. 5 and 11 of Genesis have? Can you seé'ary other view

of Genesls other than LITERAL knocks out the fulfillment of
the seed promise. Yet the seed promise 1s the whole story of
the Bible.

4 122

$ETHS

Now we begin to trace the promlse with which the rest of the
Bible is concerned:

1, The original seed promise...Genesls 3:15.

ABEL - SETH- NOAH
2. Chapters 1-11 the preservation of that seed.

————

3, An enlargement of that promise to Abraham, Genesis 12:1-3. )
MalN LINE SE PTEES/ANIC DOCT R/INE —C;‘Hggﬁg wovaEN THRG

b, The renewal of that promise to TSAAC...JaC0B2NY 85, ofufhn o
...DAVID, and Vatthewl:l begins: "The book of the generatlons
of Jesus Christ, the son of DAVID, the son of ABRENAM." That
gives meaning to your 0ld Test. study. Mat$m3w58uQOﬂheltsﬁartS*(

© £hat  way. becansecit: 13 avh&stbmw(book.dand:becausehJesueLts,the
tulfilddment: ofcthe) seed promise! in Gopeslay { FromrGenesisuto
Malachi) e reddthe hietory of Bod?ss red8mptlveapurpose o' Hee
bbﬁseﬁW@ﬂﬁdtﬂdn.@heﬁhat&on)@f“lsrael; Moy read Page 41, par. 2.
That tells you what we are doing: getting ready to study and
interpret the two-fold promise God made to Abraham. We will
first trace the developeem# of that promlise and how God
preserved(thru the nation of Israel, the tribe of Judah and
family or house of DAvid.) Therefore, when you study Noah or
Moses or 1 Chronicles or Isalah, you should connect it with
redemption from sin, to bring Christ into the world. { That
shows that the 0ld Test. 1s necessary because redemption begins

not with Jesus but in Gen. 3:15, actually even beform world began.

¥




II. THE TWO-FOLD PROMISE (Understand that the promise made to Abraham
contained two distinct parts to be fulfilled at two different times).

A. The nation-land promise, PHYSICAL part, Gen. 12:1=22,5,7.

B. The spiritual-seed promise, Gen. 12:3. Other Verses of the Bible
have to interpret this for us or we would not understand 1t any
better than Abraham did. Gen., 22:18 BENEWED. Ga. 3:16 interprets.

TTT. THE PROMISED BLESSING (forglveness of sins to both the Jews and Gentiles)

A. Justification for the Gentiles, Ga. 3:8. What scr. foresaw?
Gen. 22:18, Thus, I krow what the passage is and what it meant.
When God saig, "In thy seed...,"” He was saylng "IN JESUS SHALL
MEN BE JUSTIFIED." But here it 1is confined to the Gentiles.

SCcR. 6B JYUSTIF '

PREACHED B PROMISE LESSE D WITH ABe (3,
! CH ST REDEEMBED‘-S.. PB.' 13-/4-)

B. Remission of sins for the Jews, Acts 3:25-26, Having preached
Christ crucified, railsed and the fulfillment of the 0ld Test.
prophets, Peter says 1n v. 25.26,,.An heir 1s the son, the son
gets the father’s estate. Peter says, "You Jews are goling to
inherit the promise God made to your fathers.” (Millenialist
still looking for it to be T filled).

Coy, wiTH ABR=Y SevS OF PROP li?
1. "Unto you first...Bom. 1:1

-17, Pentecost, Jewlsh people

2. God sent Jesus to Dbless you? HOW? In delivering you from
Roman domination and givingyou the land of Palestine agaln
OR "IN TURNING AWAY EVERYONE OF YOU FROM HIS INIQUITIES."
Peter interprets the promlse God made to Abraham as redemptive.
Quotes it in v. 25; interprets 1t in v. 26, Peter puts it on
the basi€ of what the Jews havVe To do to recelve 1it. V. 19 says
turn away:; V. 26 sins will be forgiven. There then 1s God's
grace and man's obeiedient faith. WE HAVE FROM GENESIS TO

REVELATION covered in Acts 3.

C. Summing up, Paul and Peter quote Gen. 12:3, 22:18 no less than
3 times and 1interpret the Bessing as Jjustiflcationor forgiveness
for Jews and Gentiles. EVERY SINGLE OLD TEST. MESSIANIC PROPHECY
1{ IF SULFILLED IN CHRIST, THE CHURCH AND REMISSION OF SINS. In fact,
no prophecy 1s left unfilled we will see.



)

IV. EVERY MESSTANIC PROPHECY IS FULFILLED IN CHRIST, IN HIS SUFFERING
AND IN CONSEQUENT BLOTTING OUT OF SINS. TRANSPARENCY

A.’

Luke 24:44-47, NOTE: God's purposed schelle was what God promised
to Abraham and what the prophets prophesied. Jesus inspired
interpretation of 0ld Test. scr, the Law of Moses, prophets and
psalms was REDEMPTIVE... '

Acts _3:18-...Petar connects blotting out of sins with Jesus'
fulfillment of 01d Test. prophecy. Thus, the prophets are
fulfilled in remission of sins in Christ, not in 1000 reign.
Note: Every prophet predicted, Vs. 18, 21,24, THAT CHRIST SHOULD

SUFFER.

! 2

1, Millenial position-- Test. prophesied kinggom...}esus came
to fulfill. . Jeys rejected I;I_i_._@_-lEpr_t able to s__e_t_j._t___p_.5 et

up church instead which 1s in sort of a holding pattern.biwnﬁn
Jesus comes 2nd gtime will set up KINGDOM OF OLD TEST. PROPHECY

that He didn't do the first time.

2, If Jesus came to set up a national kingdom, and the Jews
X rejected Him and He was not able to do it, then He did not come
to be rejected but to be accepted, and He did not come to die
at Calvary like the prophets predicted.

a. For one thing that makes Jesus not know why He came when
He insplred the prophets to say what they said.

b, Also, John 6 Jews tried to force Jesus to become king, but
He turned them down. The Jews rejected Jesus ldea of a
spiritual kingdom. He rejected their overtures for the
kind of physical kingdom theywanted, and the kind the
millenialists want today. If Jesus &toems back, He can
turn down the millenialists like he did the Jews.

c. The millenialists are not teaching Christ didn't come to
die, but are forced to take that position because:
T..1f Jesus didn't come to fulfill prophecy He didn’'t come to di
...He came to be accepted, not rejected like the prophets said,
(Ps. 118:22, Isa. 53

C. 1 Peter 1:10-12...salvatlion by grace ismade known by Spirit=

inspired preachers (apostles and prophets) who preached exactly
what the prophets predicted.



D. Acts 26:22-23...0nly speaks what prophets and Moses sald,
but spoke the gospel. No difference between proclaiming
light (Acs 26:18) and announce salwtion by grace in 1 Peter 1
and preaching repentance and remission of sins in Luke 24

E. The faufillment of every 0ld Test. Messianic prophecy 1is
redemptive., In Christ, the church and remission of sins 1s
the fhlfillment of everything GOD PURPOSED, PROMISED AND
PROPHESIED,



THE SCHEME OF REDEMPTI ON
"The Nation-ILand Promise" (1) Lesson Four

I. INTRODUCTION TO THE NATION-LAND PROMISE BY GETTING AN OVER-VIEW OF
THE SEED-LINE FROM GENESIS 3:15 TO REVELATION.

A,

The 0ld Test. is REDEMPTIVE. Every Messianic prophecy is fulfilled
in Christ, Hls suffering and the blotting out of sins, or in other
words, in Christ, the church and remission of sins 1s the fulfillment
of everything God PURPOSED, PROMISED and PROPHESIED.

1. Gen."3:15--Christ, the seed of woman, bruised the devil's head
at Calvary.

2. Gen., 12:3--Christ, the seed of Abraham, blessed all the world
through justification or the forgiveness of sins. We have
seen from two vantage points the fulfillment of the seed promise,
but we haven't seen 1t totally historically.

The two-fold promise is glven in Gen. 12:1-7.
1. The Nation-Land Promise 1in 12:1-2,7.
2. The Spiritual-Seed Promise in 12:3. May read Scheme, D&. 55.

3. Now, however, we are not concerned with the spiritual seed
promise, but the nation-land promise. (The nation-land promise
was tq the spiritual-seed promise what the mother is to the
child Withdéut one you could not have the other as God
planned it, and the one is leading to the other. In what
other way could God have sent the "seed of woman" into the
world to save the human race? If God was golng to send the
"geed of woman," there must be a fleshly line, alline of

hysical descendants or human ancestry. The nation o Israel
was that line. The nation of Israel which Abraham fathered
supplied the physical line of contact necessary to bringing
in the Christ and hils promised blessing of redemption. When
Cod said to Abraham, "I wlll make thee a great nation...and
give thee this lan ," what was jnvolved in that was the creatlion
of a nation in which the precious promised seed would be

preserved and protected.

—————




C. In the 0ld. Test. God 1s protecting and preserving the seed-line:

1. ABEL...the devil used Cain (Gen, L:25).

2.\NOAH.}.the devil corrupted the whole world (Gen. 6:8).

3. ABRAHAM and SARAH COULDN*T CONCEIVE...Sarah tried to work 1t
out her way.

L, JACOB and ESAU...The devil tried to used Esau to kill Jacob.
twvmyB 25 Co

5, JUDAH chosen GI2N. 49,10

6. When the kingdom divided, JUDAH WAS PROTECTED while 10 tribes
were taken away, and today the Jews bear the name of that tribe.,

7, ATHALTAH killed all seed royal

8, JUDAH SENT INTO CAPTAVITY TO PRESFRVE PURITY OF SEED LINE.
Most nations if they are taken away logse their culture, thelr
. language and thelr seed-1line which is absorbed and lost sight of--
5 example Roman, Persian. Isalah predicted SALVATION BY ISOLATION.
= God would not let them be absorbed by...He had Nebuchadnezzar
take them away lnto captavity to isolate them. They went into
bondage and were serving God in their slavery. Ezekial tells
them they are serving God's purpose even in captavity. One
day you will get to go home, dwell in the land and there the
seed will be born. THIS IS THE STORY OF THE BIBLE...GOD'S
SCHEME BEING WORKED OUT.

9. ESTHER...devil through Haman sought to exterminate all Jews.

10. REVELATION 12: Two great plctures or symbols:
a. WOMAN ready to bring forth man-child.

b. DEVIL ready to devour it. The STORY OF HISTORY from Eden

to Bethelem and Calvary was that of the devil trying to )r
destroy the seed first by destroying the seed-line and
later the seed Himself (Matt. 2), However, all the time,
God is fulfilling His purpose.

SUMMING UP: When we have that down, we will understand prophecy
better,{and we will see that the Bible's power is not strictly
moral or ethical but REDEMPTIVE, and that at stuch time that men
> believe in factual sin and factual, actual crucifixion, confirmed
by an actual resurrection, they wiIl be willing to give up their
: desires, time, money, even their lives. Until themn, you can say,
"You ought to study, pray, live different from world, deny self.i]

but they won't do because they don't belleve what we studied in
the first lesson.




II. THE PROMISE OF GENESIS 12:1-3 TAKES THE FORM OF A COVENANT IN GEN. 15.
7o A..gggiwyg.,,original promise.
B.*Qgg;'lﬁ...takes form of a covanant; HOW DO I KNOW? ANSWER (15:9-21).

1. Sacrifices offered (15:9-11). Each slaln animal cut in half
and lald opposite the other half leaving a sort of pathway between
them. The value of the animals shows the importance of the
covenant. Likewlse Abraham protected 1t from the vultures.

2, Thé prom1se of God and confirmation of the covenant (15:12-17) .«

a. Seed go into a strange land (Egypt), come out with great
wealth in 4th generation while that nation is judged.

b. The fire of God passes between the covenant pleces, 17.
Jer. 34:18-19 explain. V. 18 says, "In the same day the
Lord MADE A COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM, saylng, UNTO THY SEED
HAVE T GIVEN THIS LAND..." [Therefore, God's passing
between the sacrifices was a confirmgtion twt Abraham's
seed would inherit the land. This was a sign the covenant
was sealed. )

3. The extent of the land (15:18-21)., 60,000 squzre miles of land
area from river of Egypt to Euphrates in north; promise includes
Syria, even the Hittite nation (modern Turkey). Center of
the fertile crescent and the then ¥nown world. "Grow anything
from snowballs to oranges."”



ITI. CIRCUMCISION WAS GIVEN TO ABRAHAM AS A TOKEN OR SIGN OF THE COVENANT
BETWEEN GOD AND ABRAHAM (Gen., 17:1-14),

A,

?@??éoven&nt had two parts:

1., God'g part--nation-land, vs. 4-8., Abr. had been made a
father oF fany nations when he had no son (Rom. _4:17).
No purpose on heaven or earth could stop God from fulfilling
His promise or covenant with Abr. and hls seed, UNCOWD ITIONAL

a. What condition did God place on Abr. that his seed would
receive the land? NONE. It was an UNCONDITONAL covenant.

Compare Gen., 15:17-18 with 17:4-8. Heb. 6:13-.

b. However, there was something for the Jew to do to[}etain}
t he 1and . - )

T ———

2. Man's part, vs. 9-14, KEEP THE COVENANT OF CIRCUMCISION.
o———————————

The covenant was everlasting...as possession was of the land,

1. It does not means everlasting but age-lasting. Therefore,

. _when that particular age had run its course (Col. 2:14,
Luke 21:20-22), it would end as would all covenants which were
made for that age. Otherwlise, circumclsion would be binding

still upon the seed.

2. If we believe it means forever, then we must be circumcised
in the flesh. Scr. says NO,

a. Rom. 2:28-29,..cir. is of heart, no flesh.
an————

b., Phil, 3:3...we are the circumclsion.

————

c. Col, 2:11-12...cir. is spiritual which takes place in baptism.

—————

d. Gal, 5:2,4,,,any appeal for sal. 1s to fall from grace.

———————

The relation of the covenant of circumcislon and fhe land promise.
Cir. had to be kept to recelve/retain the land. (Cir. is a token
of the covenant Tade 1n the I lesh. This token was later
incorporated into the Mosalc system since 1t was glven not

only to Abr. but to his seed after him. His seed was to keep

this cov. of cir. God made this covenant "to be a God unto thee g
and to thy seed after thee.” The Israelite was automatically
born into a covenant relationship with God, but was cir. 8 days
later. Cir. wa a sign in the flesh of the Jews special relationship
to God. Thus, to be blessed of God and keep the land, cir. must
be kept (17:12-14).




D. Circumcision was not carried over into the New Testament. What 1s
circumcision in the New Test? Col., 2:11-12,

1. Putting off the body of the sins of the flesh. Cir. 1s described
as being without hands, thus spiritual.

2, It t&es place when wer are baptized.
3. How are sins put of f? It was thru failth in the work of God.
’M .

i, Anmf i< baptism then? It is faith in God to do the work of A
cutting off our sins. God does the work of cir. not of the flesh
but of the heart (Rom. 2). Baptism is not salvation by works.
Sure we obey (F,R,C,B), but we trust God to do. the work of
saving...not our baptism (1 Peter 3:20-21)., However, God does the
work of putting off our sins WHEN we are baptized. He _clrcumcises
the heart (Bom. 2:28-29) when we obey from the heart (Rom., 6:17-18).
Where is our trust? Phil, 3:27""'
wORK BF IWELVSION = ED.

X elusronN -

5. BAPTISM IS WHEN AND WHEERE WE ARE SAVED...BUT GOD DOES THE SAVING.
Iike comparing Acts 22:16 and Rev. 1:5 to see BAPTISM IS WHEN--
THE BLOOD OF CHRIST IS WHAT SAVES.




IV. NEW ISRAEL AND THE NEW COVENANT (with the ¢ hanging& of the covenant,
there was alse a changing of the covenant people, who God's people

'A. Jew born covenant related child of God...clr. 8 days later...
but didn't know he was a child of god, only knew he was hungry...

had to be taught.

B. New covenant changed who God's people would be (Heb., 8:16-12).

1. "I will put my law s into thelr minds." Jer's prophecy
says, "inward parts." Thus, inward parts = mind because

inspired writer says so.

a. How do you put laws into minds? By EDUCATION, John
12 :44-45, SALVATION BY EDUCATION,

b. They shall all know me...those under the New Covenant :
because they are taught, hwe laws on their minds. YOU Y
CAN NOT BEC OME A CHRISTIAN AND NOT KNOW IT. Not saved
by emotion but faith which comes (Rom. 10:17). Matt.
%?:19. Chr. is TAUGHT,...not CAUGHT.

DUas sEARING ON MKnNnduna EAsSON BAD.
! LY H wNe/wNE:}?‘?ﬁvab AR,
EoPriE EDUCATED IN FR-t-A- WeRSN|P—LIVING
2, "I will be their god...they shall be my people."” God's

special know Him...not limited to the Jews. Matt, 1:21

says His people are those saved from thelr sins. (God's

chosen people Israel. They.. are in Christ

(Eph. 1:4)., Christ mediated the new covenant (Matt.

26:28, Heb, 9:15). All whose sins are forgiven become

members of the church (Acts 2:38,47, Eph. 2:16)., The church

1s the Israel of God today (Gal. 6:16)., 1 Peter 2:9).

3. "I will forgive thelr iniquities..." What the writer 1s building
up to. [Antecedent of them and thelr is those taught, who
¥now the Lord, have laws on thelr minds.j GOSPEL EDUCATION.

We see two things:

a e Matt. 11328-..C0me unto ue all Yes oo

b. John 6:4&-45.(1No man can come except (we must ACCEPT THE
EXCEPTS)...except God draws...and God draws those who =me
taught, hear and learn. Then you must do something...sinner
is not passive...out he comes to Christ by what he learns

(the jailor, eunuch).

C. The New Covenant and forglveness nad nothing to do with Gen. 17.
Gen. 17 shows how a child, a Jew, was born into covenant relatlonship

with God, but didn't know and grew up, having to be taught,



-

L, "And they shall not teach every man his neighbor...saying

KNOW THE LORD...Why? DBecause they already know him, having

been Taught about Christ, the laws of pardon, the church

before they became Christlans or were saved. Cﬁmis is Just

opposite the 01d Mosalc covenant, the Abrahmaic covenant,

ghere:fhe Jew was born a child of God, then taught to know the
ord .

JEWISH SYSTEM: CHRISTIAN SYSTEM:

1) Born a child of God. 1) Taught to know the Lord.

2) Then taught about God. 2) Then become a child of God.
- o John 6:44-L5, 1:12-13.

a. If a man can't be saved without knowing God and without the
laws of God in his mind, then HOW CAN PEOPLE IN DENOMINATIONS

L] WHO DON'T KNOW THE LAWS OF GOD BE SAVED???

b, We are not saved by sincerity alone, but a sincere heart
that receives, hears, obeys



V., THE ABRAHAMIC PROMISE IS RENEWED TO BOTH ISAAC AND JACOB.

A. Original promise (Gen. 12:1-

B. Renewed to Isaac (Gen. 26:1-4),
C. Renewed to Jacob (Gen. 28:13-4,13-14).

1, The vision comes first, vs. 10-12, then pronouncement of
two-fold promise. I know the seed 1s Christ, and what the
two fold promise means. All the way thru the Bible we have
a PICTURE, and an INTERPRETATION God glves US. The plcture
is the-ladder...the two-fold promise is fulfilled in Christ;
therefore, CHRIST IS THE FULFILLMENT OF JACOB'S DREAM.

2. The promise renewed in Vs. 13-14,

D. GOD IS USING THESE HISTORICAL PEOPLE TO BRING THE SEED INTO
THE WORLD. THAT IS THE SCHEME OF REDEMPTION, ANDTHE ENTIRE BIBLE
IS TRACED ON THAT THREAD. Every bit of the bible is wrapped around
that theme promise. The Blble interpreks history in a BEDEMPTIVE,
RELIGIOUS SUBJECT MATTER. The real view of history 1is religlous,
%nterpreted like Jesus, Paul and Peter interpreted it in REDEMPTION
— ROM SIN,.

VI, THE PROMISE BEGINS TO BE CARRIED OUT AS ABRAHAM'S SEED GOES DOWN
: INTO EGYPF. THEY COME OUT OF EGYPT IN THE FOURTH GENERATION.

A. Gen. 46:3,.."fear not to go down into Egypt: for I will there
make of thee a great nation.” The nation of Egypt served as a
nursing mother until they became a great people and God wsas
ready to bring them out again,

B. The promise of coming out in the Lth generation: LEVI...KOHATH
.+ JAMRAM, ..MOSES (Bx, 6:16-20, Gen. 15:16). They went down in
the generationof Jacob, the Lth generation is counted from him.

C. Three things required to make a natlon:
1. A people...developed in Egypt.
2. A law...Tecelved at Mt. Sinal.
| 3, A land...already thelrs in promise...THUS ISRAEL BECAME A

NATTON AT SINAI. All that was necessary now to take the land
God had promised.



THE SCHEME OF REDEMPTION
The Nation-Land Promise-Part Two

LEGSON F IVE "Only The Remnant Returns”

??gI. THE COVENANT OF BLESSING AND CURSING. (Know that a faithful obedience
o to .the Law of Moses was the condition of retalning the promised land).

Just before the Israelites goO into Canaan, Moses delivers to
them the covenant of blessing and cursing which is "besides the
covenant which he made with them in Hore " (Deut. 29:1). The promise
to Abraham that his seed would recelve the land was unconditional.
The actual receiving of the land was due to the promise made (Gen.
26:3-4 for ex.). But the retalning of the land was conditional.

A SUMMARY and REVIEW of the Nation-Land Promise:

1. Original promlise to Abraham (Gen., 12:1-7).

2. Renewed to Isaac and Jacob (Gen., 26:3-4, 28:13-14).

3, Israel (Jacob) has 12 sons to become the 12 tribes of Israel.

. Joseph...then all of Israel (all of Abr's seed) go to Egypt for L0OO yrs.
5, But they come out again in the 4th generation (Gen. 15).

6. They recelve the lLaw at Mt. Sinai (Horeb) 3 months after the Exodus.

7. However, the first generation out of Egy. bondage and to recelve
the Law at Sinai wanders in the wllderness for 4O years and dles.

8. Therefore, Moses speaks to the second generatlon of Israellites as
recorded in Deuternomy. The word Deuteronomy means literally "second
law," but is actually a restatement or relteratlion of the Law of
Moses given at Mt. Sinal. The new generatlion needs to know the
law of God. The_ Book.¢frDeuteronomy contains Moses' instructlon
to this generation, which actually congits of probably three
speeches, one of which is the covenant of blessing and cursing.
The idea is: If you keep the covenant at Sinal (Horeb), you will
be blessed; if not, you will be cursed. Thus, jt is called The
Covenant of Blessing and Cursing, but is actually fulfilled on
the basis of keeping the Law of Moses given at Sinal. Notice
the two covenants:

a. The one made at Horeb or Sinai (the 10 commandments) .
b. The one made at Moab just prior to entering the land (29:1).

¢. But the second, the one at Moab, the covenant of Blessing and
Cursing, is fulfilled in keeping the first, the law at Sinal.



Because of the wide-spread error concerning the Jews returning one day
to possess the land of Palestine according to prophecy, this prt of
the study must not be underestimated.

/™ A. The Blessing, 28:1-1h.

1. The stage is set in ch. 27. 1"Moses, with the elders.,..commanded
the people saylng, KEEP ALL THE COMMANDMENTS WHICH I COMMAND YOU
_ THIS DAY...THIS DAY THOU ART BECOME THE PEOPLE OF THE LORD THY
GOD (see Ex. 19:5-6). V 11--"And Moses charged the people saying...”
V. 14--"And all the people shall answer and say, AMEN,"

2, 28:1-14.-keep law and be blessed.. .IF,IF,IF

B, . 28:15-thru ch. 29...the curses for not keeping the law...Dlsease,
famine ans final scattering of the entire nation. Notlce the
curses begin lightely, then intensify untill it 1s a national
calamity. See especially, vs. 36-37,45,53,58,63-6k, Jews
SCATTERED in 722 and 586 B.C.

C. The condition for the return to the land is found in 30:1-4.

- 1. "It shall come to pass, WHEN..." The blessing comes upon the

= Jews when they are in the land. The curse when they are destroyed,
scattered out of the land. After thls, in the land of captavity,
WHEN you obey, then I will act to bring you back.

2. Obedience is required to RETAIN and RETURN,



II. THE MILLENNIALIST THEORY., One of the things that makes the devil
so dangerous is that he quotes the Bible. One thing that makes

false

doctrine so dangerous is that 1t has truth in 1t.

A. Skeleton or foundation of the theory:

1.
2,

8.

In the 01d Test., the kingdom is prophesied.

Jesus came to set up the kingdom.

-THe . Jews rejected Him; thus He was not able to.

Jesus set up the church instead...now in the church age.

At the énd of the church age, Jesus comes from heaven, the
ﬁaints are raptured (righteous dead ralsed) for 7 years. 1 Thes.
t 17,

Down on earth, there is tribulation for the same lenth-7years.

At end of the 7 years of rapture-tribulation period, Jesus
comes to earth and sets up the kingdom of OT prophecy. The
kingdom peophecles once postponed are now fulfilled...in a
1000 year reign. That is the millenium, R

At the end of the 1000 years is the general resurrection of
all the desd, Jjudgment, heaven and hell.

B. The sign of Jesus imminent return to sét up His kingdom is the
Jews going back to Palestine to return to the land according to

prophecy.

C. The outstanding fallacy of this doctrine is the condition the
Jews must fulfill to return to the land, that is, KEEP THE LAW
OF MOS®ES. Deut. 30:2-3. That i1s impossible now.

1.

Law has been abolished (Eph. 2:15, Col. 2:14, Rom. 7:k4,
Heb., 10:9, 2 Cor. 3:14

If a Chr. tried to Keep it, he falls from grace (Gal. 5:4).

If a Jew tries, God doesn't recognize 1it. If the Jews evVer
did return and repossess that good land 1t had to be while the
01d Covenant was still in force. Furthermore we will learn
that they did return from captavity, having fulfilled that
condition 500 years before Christ and that the prophecy had
already been fulfilled.

Furthermore, in order to keep the law the priests must of fer

the sacrifices, restore the priesthood, teach the law., But

with the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70, the genealogical
records were burned, and no living Jew knows his tribal ancestry.
Since only the Levite can offer the sacrifices according to

the. law, and no one knows his tribal identity, it is 1mpossible
to know who can fulfill that duty.



D. The equally ungetroundable obejctlon to PRE-MEL is that the
kingdom has been established.

1. Tts was NEAR while He and John were on earth (Matt. 3:2, 4:17).
Tt was near while He was here. Now 1f the kingdom is not yet
here, then 1t was not near when Jesus sald 1t was. WHO IS RIGHT?

2, It is the church (Matt. 16:18, Acts 2:47...Rev. 5:9-10, Acts
20:28

3, The church 1s to last forever (Eph. 3:20). If the church lasts
forever, How can I get rid of an everlasting church to set up
or make way for an eternal kingdom??? Some say, "The church
igs the spiritual part, and the kingdom the national part.” w1

L4, The church-kingdom was set up in the last days or latter days
of the Jewish commonwealth or of Judalsm (Daniel 2). Mil
see 10 toes in the image and thus extend the fulfillment of 1t.

5, We mve received 1t, come to it (Heb, 12:23,28).

6. We have been put in it and we stand in 1t (Col., 1:13-14,
Rgv, 1:9

7. Jesus rules over it (1 Cor. 15...more later
®, Pre-mel say only the righteous dead were resurrected when

the salnts were raptured (John 6:44,54,..the last day does
not allow for 1007 more years).



ITI. ONLY A REMNANT WILL RETURN TO THE LAND (Jeremiah 18-19).

— A. Jer. repeats the prlnciple of Deu.t 28-30.

B, Principle applied to Judah. Judah cannot be put back together
again, 19:10 by Pre-mel, all kings's horses, etc.

TV. ISRAEL INHERITED THE LAND.

A, Joshau g1:43-45, 23:14-16, Who are the fathers? Ex. 13:5.

B. Promise in Gen. 15:18-21, Ex. 23:31, one 500 years later. Where
does it say they got all of Syria? In Josh. 43: "All He swore."
Every battle fought and border crossed does not have to be
stated.

C. Joshau 23:14-16. BRestates the covenant of blessing and
cursing,

D.1 Kings 4:21,
E. 3 things required to become anation.

F. God's gromise concerning the nation-land had been fulfilled.
Page 70.



THE SCHEME OF REDEMPTIGN
"The Spiritual Seed Promise"
Lessan Seven

. THE PROMISE FROM EDEN TO ABRAHAM.

We have finished Genesis all thru Haggai how that God planned for that seed and
preserved it, even in captavity. What we have seen is God overruling and intervening
in the affairs of the Gentile nations in behalf of His people, Israel, that the
seed promise might come.

A. The initial seed promise (Gen. 3:15,21).

Note: Today we are clothed by God's mercy, His grace and love and kindness (see
Eph. 2:4-9),and by the blood of Christ. The shame of our sin doesn't appear
to the Father.

If you believe that the Bible is historical, then you believe that God's

purpose, promise and prophecy has been fulfilled in Christ, His suffering, His
resurrection and salvation from sins...you believe that the Abrahamic promise

has been fulfilled in Christ, the church and remission of sins...you know that
you have been redeemed from your sins, and that one day your body will be redeemed
(you will be given a new body, Phil. 3:20-21)...you know that you have happiness
now, heaven later...now you have freedom from the guilt, practice and power of
sins and one day you will have freedom from the actual presence of sin (Rev.
21:4,27)...You know that "godliness is profitable in all things, in the life

that now is, and in that which is to come" (1 Tim. 4:8)

A1l this was what God had in mind when paradise was Jost and before, but at that
Time and in accord with His pre-determined purpose, God said, "I will clothe

you {He announced it in Gen. 3:15, and typified it in verse 21)." And God has
kept that promise and does clothe us and will eternally. I am reminded of Eph.
3:21 and Phil. 4:19...GOD HAS PROVIDED...TO HIM BE THE GLORY...in Rev. all
creation will give gory to the Father and the Lamb



. B. The promised seed spans the flood tide, Gen. 6:5-9:7.

~, If the flood is MYTH, then the historical line from Gen. 3:15 is broken. Heb. 11:39-40
.-} shows Gen. ch. 1-11 must be historical...

ﬁeb. 11:39-40---God had something better for them--the other side of the cross--but
it concerned us--this side of the cross--and this speaks of the History of all the
earth. Noah, Abel...prophets spoke concerning us, but "apart from us they should
not be made perfect."”

When we see_history for what it really is, we can see that Adam to David concerned us,
ﬂISTORY_is HIS-STORY. We-can't have a right view of-history without God. The Bible
is not just morality or a philosophy BUT A REVELATION OF HISTORICAL TRUTH AND FACT,
far less theology than history (though theology is of course bound up with history).
For example, the cross has doctrinal and theological meaning; supernatural revelation
tells you the meaning of the cross, but that would mean nothing without the FACT of
it. Thus, the modernist position is destroyed, for is the cross doesn't mean what
the Bible says it means, it is just theology and doesn't mean anything.

C. Abraham chosen thru whom the seed should come (Gen. 12:3, 22:18).

~" Genesis understood heightens our interest in reading Exodus, etc. When anybody says
you don't need to read the 0T, He is saying you don't need to read God's working out
our redemption in the human race before Christ came and to bring Christ into the
world and that you don't need to read PART 1 OF REDEMPTION without which they could
not be saved, nor could we. He that wrote much of the NT commands us to read the 0T
——-Rom. 15:4 (things not written for them but us, if so we better read it and learn it)
——-1 Cor. 10:11...written for our sakes. WE START READING ACTS 2:38 with GEN. 131,



, II. THE PROMISE FROM ABRAHAM TO JUDAH.

Note: To show that redemption was back of all thisand that God authored these books

and wrote these things to be read by church members. There would be no reasonfor

God to say these words and have them written down if they could never: be. anderstood.

?u;}wg_know what it means from THE NEW TESTAMENT. Ex. Nt explains meaning of John
be 28 NPRREE (Y

A. Promise renewed to Isaac (GEN. 26:3-4).

B. Promise renewed to Jacob (GEN. 28:10-14).
Immediately after the dream, God said in vs. 13-14...1ts meaning if thru Christ

redemption from sin, Gal. 3:8,16. The LADDER IS A PICTURE THAT SHOWS HOW GOD
WOULD DESCEND TO MAN THRU CHRIST AND HOW CHRIST WOULD REPRESENT MAN TO GOD.

In John 1:51 Jesus claims to be the fulfillment of ABRAHAMIC PROMISE, because
the vision meant whatever God said in the promise, but Jesus is the fulfillment
of the promise, thus, Jesus is the fulfillment of the vision.

The NT explains the meaning of the PROMISE.
The promise. explains the meaning of the VISION.
1) Jesus represents GOD TO MAN--descends to man and reveals His will thru His word.

a. A prophet was a spokesman, a mouth for God (Ex. 4:10-16). Deut. 18:1819.

b Jesus was a prophet, that prophet (Acts 3:22-23). John 7:16, 8:86, 12:48-49

As a prophet Jesus said in Matt. 5:20, John 8:24, Luke 13:3, John 3:3,5...
ACCEPT THE EXCEPTS.

2) Jesué represents MAN T0 GOD--by Jesus man can ascend unto God: Jesus not only
commands but helps us to be saved through his office or function as priest.

a. Jesus is our great high priest after order of Melchisedek, Heb. 5:1, 6:19-20.

b. Heb. 2:15-17...Tive forever.

c. Heb. 7:26-28...offered self one for all--sacrifice and one offering it,
propitiation and priest.

o~ d. Heb. 2:16-...helps seed of Abr (Chrs. Gal. 3:26-29)--helps saved sstay saved.

| Accuser cast down (Rev. 12:10-12). Noone can successfull accuse us (qu._8:3§-
God says to Devil, "My son has laready paid the price, prop1t1ated/sat1sf1ed.
FACT AND SIGNIFICANCE OF PROPHET AND PRIEST BASED UPON HSITORICAL FACT.



e. Heb. 4:14-16...there is a nature of man in heaven (1 Tim. 2:5), Jesus understands

Jesus not only feels for us and with us, BUT CAN.HELP--FOR HE WAS WITHOUT SIN )

THEN HE MUST BE GOD for all men sin (Rom. 3:10,23). He is God and a sacrificé '
agceptab]e to God.. Let us therefore come bodd]y (THAL BIBLE "brave heart")--
might shake before President, but can be bold before KING OF UNIVERSE, CREATOR, -
When we go to God to get something that is according to His will, we are not
disappointed.

(1) We receive MERCY, forgiveness when we pray, "Forgive me.'

2 2 Everybody
likes it up to this point. '

(2) We also receive grace to help us in time of need. From here we must

do something beside pray. God gives us grace to help. God does not
expect you to be a robot and does not electrifyyou thru prayer to do
something you did not want to do in the first place. EXAMPLE: Drunkard
in a period of sobereity CONVERTED...but still as much a drunkard after
baptism as before, but now a SAVED DRUNKARD, but still a drunkard--and
to please God he must come out of that practice (he would have changed
his mind regarding that in repentance before conversion...but now must
change his practice). We help him, BUT HE MUST HELP HIMSELF...resist
and endure (Titus 2:11-127. .instucting us to DENY...) He drinks again
in 2 or 3 weeks, but is sorry repents, is forgiven. Eventually if he
stays with the Lord and you stay with him, he will conquer this sin.

y .. .WHEN HE REPENTS, HE FINDS MERCY, FORGIVENESS.
.. .He also finds GRACE TO HELP HIM WHEN HE NEEDS IT TO RESIST

If you believe Jesus died and was raised and was tested and tempted
without sin, you will ask help when you need it PHYSICALL, SOCIALLY,
SCHOLASTICALLY, DOMESTICALLY, PROFESSIONALLY, SPIRITUALLY.

3) The office or:function of Christ as PROPHET and PRIEST and HIS SACRIFICE AND
PROPITIATION AT CALVARY 1S WRAPPED UP IN THE LADDER THAT EXTENDED INTO HEAVEN.
Picture and promise the same meaning.  THE VISION MEANT JESUS WOULD SAVE US.

C. Renewal of the promise to Judah (Gen. 49:8-10).

Jacob goes thru his sons passing to each a blessing or a curse. Yhe seed
is to come thru JUDAH.



THE SCHEME OF REDEMPTION
"Ma jor Prophecies of Peace"
Lesson Nine

.;I. IN ISATAH 11:1-5 OLD TEST. PROPHECY IS FULFILLED IN NEW TEST. CHR.
A, The character of the Messlanic King, 11:1-5. OBJECTIVE ONE. THE.WHO...

1, The background: God's lmpending judgment through the Assyrian
nation upon the nation of Israel, Isa. ch. 10.

2. The character of the Messlanic kxing. CHART ONE.
Isaiah who predicted that physical remnant whlch was fulfilled
(Isa. 10:22, Jer. ch. 19...Ezra, Neh. Haggal record fulfillment),
also predicts another remnant which we will see 1s going to be
fulfilled. But there are two different remnants (compare
Tsa. 10:22 with 11:11).

In aday when unrighteous rulers had brough Israel...Wharton, Pg. 43.
The outlook is bleak. The forest of Israel is cut down; only

the stocks, stumps of once proud trees now remain, but out of

one of those stumps or stocks, "out of the stock of Jesse,"

comps fortha shoot, =2 Branch. The Branch 1s a2 Messianic term

used by Isalah, Jeremiah, Ezekial and Zechariah. Through the
Branch, Israel will live agaln, but not as in the days of old.

3. The langusge used by Isaiah is symbolic. Note: The stump of
Jesse 1s symbolic, but the Spirit of the Lord is literal. But
many things are literal within the context of symbolic language,
being couchedin symbolic imagery. : ’

B. The nature of character of the Messianic Kingdom, 11:6-9, OBJECTIVE TWO.

1. Verses 6-9 describe a condition of Peace. Pre-mellinialists
meke 1-5 figurative and 6-9 literal. However, the wolf dwelling
with the lamb is no more 1i teral than Jesus' ancestor being the
stock of an old tree. THE WHAT, .,

2. THE WHERE... Peace ls in His holy mountsin, Heb, 12:22-23.
The mountain of 01d Tst. prophecy 1s the church of New Test Chr.

3, THE WHY... Because the ¥nowledge of the Lord covers the earth...
Comapre Isa. 2:2-4 to 111" -12. The issue of the Messiah's
government 1s peace; the igssyr of nation learning God's ways 1s
— peace; the issue of knowledge of God covering the earth ls Dpeace.



The time element relating to the Messianic king and kingdom 1s
the Christian dispensation. OBJECTIVE THREE. THE WHEN...

1., "In that day" has reference to the events discussed in the
first nine verses...the da¥ when theBRARCHJud ges and the WOLF
lies down with the lamb. See Wharton, FPs. L6,

2, The time 1s fulfilled when the Gentiles seek after Chnrist
(Rom. 15:8-12). The wolf has been lying down with the lamb
since Pentecost.

The second remnant. OBJECTIVE FOUR. God sets Hls hand the
second time to recover the remnant of His people, these are Jews
who accept the gospel.

1. The time of V. 11 is thesame as V. 10. When Vv, 11 1s fulfilled...

2., The remnsnt 1s according to the election of gracs, Rom. 11l:k4.

At this moment, even now, Paul says, there ijg a remnant of

fleshly Jews who are saved, who are God's people, the "true
Israel of God," elected by grace.

3. Is. 11:10 1s fulfilled in the GEntiles belng gaved from sin.
Iga. 11:11 1is fulfilled in the JewsSseen REDEMPTION IS THE
THEME OF THE WwHOLE BIBLE. This takes in ALL NATIONS, Gen.

12:3, 22:18, also same as Joel's Spirit poured out on all flesh.

TI. ISAIAH 9:6-7 SHOWS PROPHECIES PREDICTING PEACE ARE FULFILLED IN
REDEMPTIVE CHRISTIANITY. OBJECTIVE FIVE.

A.

B.

Every 01d. Test. prphecy. 1s fulfilled in remission of sins.

Isa. 9:6-7 is fulfilled when Jesus sits on David's throne.
An ahalysis:

1, His gOVernment lasts forever.
2. The increase of His government 1s PEACE.

3. When Christ 1g upon David's throne in His kingdom. JeT. 23,

Jesus is the Prince of Peace, and He glves peace, but not world
peace. John 14:27, Eph. 2:14-17 (Jew and Gentile no longer enemies
because now friends of God), Luke 2:14, Rom. 5:1, Col., 1:19-20
Compare PAUL AND PEALE. The consequence of justification is peace
of mind, but not even implied 1n Rom. 5:1l. "[Let's not change the

mmwar of jugtification Dby faith into the power of positive thinking
- - e wmivraathics as Peale does.



NOTE; No prophecy 1s fulfllled when the Jews and Arabs make peace
or when the Viet-Nam War ends (we thank God that such takes place but),
o but every time one 1is baptized into Christ and makes peace with God,
et through the blood of the cross, PROPHECY IS FULFILLED. How many
are occupled with salvation? Those who understand what they have
1n Christ (Col. 3:15). . ‘

1., Jesus 1s the Prince of Peace---THE WHO.
2, Peace 1is FORGIVESS OF SINS---THE WHAT.
3. Peace 1s located in the church---THE WHERE. Col. 3:15.

"Be ye'thankful". If can't be thankful, don't appreciate it,
and can't appreclate without realization.

IIT. THE PEACE PROPHESIED IN ISATIAH 2:1-4 FINDS ITS FULFILLMENT IN CHRIST
AND THE CHURCH. OBJECTIVE SIX.

A. The last days has reference to the lagt days of the Jewlsh economy
ending in A.D. 70.

B . The mountain of Jehovah 1sthe church of God, Heb. 12:22-23.

. 1. People go into the mountain and flow into the house, the church.

2. Theyare taught of God.

3., They walk in Hls ways and as a result beat swords into plowshares
and learn war no mMoTe. This describes those in the hoge/mountain.

1V, THE MESSIANIC PROPHECY OF AMOS 9:11-12 FULFILLED IN SA. FOR GENTILES.

A, Prophecy 1is redemptive and not physical.

B, Tdeal language picutres gsal, for the Gentiles, Acts 15:7-18.

1. Peter says Gentiles like Cornelius aresaved by grace thru faith
.. .when they are baptized (10:48 of Acts).

2, Jamesg says what Peter sald was that God visited the Gentiles
and to this the prophets agree, Amos 9:11-12. Amos 9 does not
crsound like "Repent and be baptized." Only way we could know
what Amos had in mind was apostle tells us. WHAT IS THE
~ DIFFERENCE BETWEEN Isalah 2 when 21ll nations g0 Uup to mountain
o and Amos 9 that Israel may possess all the nations. None, for
we still have predicted that all flesh 1s to be saved from sin.
Amos said, "Igrael would possess the nations,” But whet 1s ISRAEL'

What our next lesson shows.
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WE WOULD SEE JESUS AS SEEN IN THE PSALMS

F. Furman Kearley

INTRODUCTION

) The Greeks-—-that is the Hellenistic Jews——said to Phillip, "Sir, ve
would see Jesus" (John 12:20,21). Perhaps these Greeks were made up of
those who ranged from serious searchers for the truth to mere curiosity
seekers, but they had heard of Jesus and they desired to see and know
more about him.

In our world today there are many who would see Jesus. They, too,
range from the serious searchers to the curiosity seekers, However, the
vital importance of their desire to see Jesus today centers in the fact
that they principally see Jesus through Christians and how effective
Christians are in presenting the evidences that confirm the diety and
power of Jesus, One of the most powerful evidences to show people who
would see Jesus is the evidence from prophecy. In particular, the
evidence from Psalms is very powerful. If we can help those who would
see Jesus to see him as he is seen in the Psalms, we can help convince
them that Jesus is truly the Son of God.

THE RELATION OF THE OLD TESTAMENT TO THE NEW TESTAMENT

o Much controversy exists in modern biblical scholars concerning how

the New Testament uses the Old Testament in its quotations, allusions,

and references to fulfill prophecies. There are two basic positions
maintained concerning these questions: 1) The historic and fundamental
position maintained since the time of Christ and by those who believe in

the Bible is that the Old Testament (specifically) typified, foreshadoved,
and prophesied concerning Christ, his church, and the new covenant.

2) The modern critical position is to contend that the New Testament
writers simply picked up appropriate phrases and applied them to Christ

and his church. These critics do not see Jesus in the 0ld Testament but
believe the New Testament writers practiced eisegesis. That is, they
believe the New Testament writers read Jesus into the 0ld Testament passages.
These of the critical school basically deny predictive prophecy and miracle.

William Alexander speaking in The Bampton Lectures concerning this
problem stated:

It will be understood that he who speaks of the Witness of the
Psalm to Christ can scarcely belong to the school of those for
whom the predictive element in prophecy is secondary and un-
essential . . . . Lt will generally be found that those who wish to

remove or minimise the predictive are impatient of the miraculous -
for the predictive is the written form of the miraculous.



This author is of the strong persuasion that the 0ld Testament is very
predictive in type, in shadow, in characterization, and in specific prophe-
cies. He believes the 0ld Testament is inspired and indeed a written
miracle. He further believes that the evidence presented in general from
prophecy and specifically from the Psalms will convince an honest inquirer
that a superhuman mind was behind the production of the Old Testament.
Futhermore, this author presupposes that the New Testament writers were
inspired of the Holy Spirit, therefore, their use of the 0ld Testament and
their interpretation of the 0ld Testament passages is an inspired one. If
they see a reference to Jesus in an O0ld Testament passage, then, God and
the Holy Spirit meant for Jesus to be seen in this passage. The Old Testa-
ment writer may not have fully understood the long-range intent of his
prophecy, but the Holy Spirit did. On this point, Peter affirms in I Peter
1:10-12:

Concerning which salvation the prophets sought and searched
diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you:
searching what time or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ
which was in them did point unto, when it testified beforehand the
suffering of Christ, and the glories that should follow them. To
whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto you, did
they minister these things, which now have been announced unto you
through them who preach the gospel unto you by the Holy Spirit sent
forth from Heaven; which things angels desire to look into.

Outstanding Christians and biblical scholars, after years of study and
after experiencing Christ in their lives, have become strongly convinced
that the Old Testament is predictive of the New. Justin Martyr affirmed,
"What else is the law but the gospel foreshowed? What other gospel, than
the law Eulfilled?"2 J. Armitage Robinson has stated, "Only as we hold
the Old Testament in our hands can we hope to interpret the New Testament,
and especially the writings of Paul. Only the history of the ancient
Israel can teach us the meaning of the New ‘Israel of God'." 3 The great
and highly respected biblical scholar, B.F. Westcott, forcefully affirmed,
"It is not enough to recognize that the 01d Testament contains prophecies;
the Old Testament is one vast prophecy.”

PSALMS IN THE NEW TESTAMENT AND THE NEW TESTAMENT IN PSALMS

Christ himself affirmed that all parts of the 0ld Testament-—the
law, the prophets, and the Psalms--saw Jesus and prophesied of the coming
Messiah. TIn Luke 24:44~48 Jesus said:

These are my words which I spoke unto you, while I was still
with you, that all things must necessarily be fulfilled, which are
written in the law of Moses, and the prophets, and the psalms,
concerning me.

Jesus then explained to his disciples that they might understand the
scriptures. He specifically indicated that the Old Testament prophesies
that the Messiah-—the Christ, the Anointed One—-should suffer. The law
contains such a prophecy in Deuteronomy 21:22,23 as is indicated by
Calatians 3:13. The prophets contain many predictions of the Messiah's
suffering but especially in Daniel 9:24-27 and Isaiah 53. The fulfill-
ment of Isaiah 53 is clearly noted in Acts 8:30-35. Psalm 22 gives the



most vivid description in all the 01d Testament of the crucifixion of
Christ and is virtually as vivid as the actual account of his crucifixion
in the New Testament. Matthew 27:35,46 and Mark 15:24, 34 quote Psalm 22:
1,18,19 as being fulfilled in the suffering and death of Christ on the
cross. The manner in which these passages are used would indicate that the
entire Psalm 22 foreshadowed the crucifixion of Christ though it may have
been typified by the suffering of David.

Christ further indicated that his resurrection was prophesied in the
O0ld Testament. Peter, speaking by inspiration, quoted Psalm 16:8-11 in
Acts 2:25-28. Then he specifically interprets the Psalm as a prophecy by
saying that David, being a prophet,-and "foreseeing this spake of the
resurrection of the Christ, that neither vas he left unto Hades, nor did
his flesh see corruption,” (Acts 2:29-31).

The New Testament does not explicitly cite a fulfillment concerning
repentance and remission of sins being preached in the name of the Messiah,
however, there are many passages in the Psalms which echo this concept.
A.T. Robertson lists Psalms 18:4; 72:18; 106:10; and 111:9 as being echoed
in Luke 1:68 and 1:71.° Each of these speaks concerning the Lord acting
to provide salvation for his people. Without doubt, then, Christ believed
the mystery, the secret of Cod. God's plan of salvation was contained in .
the 01d Testament in the law, the prophets, and the Psalms and was revealed
by Jesus himself and his disciples in the New Testament. When Jesus was
talking with the two men on the way to Emmaus, Luke informs us that "begin-
ning with Moses and from all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all
the scriptures the things concerning himself,"” (Luke 24:25-27). Jesus said
to the Jews who were rejecting him, "If you believe Moses, you would believe
me; for he wrote of me,” (John 5:45-47).

Furthermore, the New Testament writers are very emphatic that the
witness of the Psalms and the Psalmist to Jesus is in reality the witness
of the Holy Spirit. Mark records Christ as saying, "David himself said in
the Holy Spirit," (Mark 12:36). This is said in reference in Psalm 110:1.
Peter specifically affirms in Acts 1:16, "It was necessary that the scrip-
ture should be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke before the mouth of
David concerning Judas." According to Acts 4:25, the early Christians in
their prayer’quoted Psalm 2:1,2 with the introduction, "who by the Holy
Spirit, by the mouth of our father David, your servant, did say." There
can be no doubt that Christ, the apostles, and the earliest Christians
believed the Psalmist were in reality the words of the Holy Spirit looking
forward to the great ministry of Jesus.

Henry M. Shires has made an extensive study of the 0ld Testament in
the New in his work entitled, Finding the 0ld Testament in the New. In his
chapter on Psalms he affirms that the New Testament directly quotes Psalms
with an introductory formula 70 times. He finds 60 quotations without an
introductory formula. He concludes there are 220 other passages containing
identifiable citations and phrases from the Psalms for a total of 350
citations in the New Testament from the book of Psalms alone. According
to his study, 500 of the 2,450 verses from Psalms are reflected in the New
Testament. This would be approximately 20 percent. Passages from 120 of
the 150 Psalms are found in the New Testament.6 Indeed, Jesus is seen in
the Psalm. William Alexander concludes:




But the Psalms are interwoven with the texture of the New Testa—
ment., They are so, indeed, to a degree which can scarcely be imagined
by anyone who has not directed his special attention to the subject,
and marked down, not only certain primary passages, but literally

- _hundreds of at first unsuspected hints, allusions, and expressions.

The Psalms are much more Messianic and predictive than is indicated
by the specific verses quoted in the New Testament. Shires affirms, "Often
the use of the verse indicates that the Christian authors had in mind not
simply the particular verses utilized but also their setting and even the
entire Psalm.”

It is impossible to be exhaustive at this time in the study of seeing
Jesus as he is seen in the Psalms. William Alexander delivered eight lectures
on the topic, "The Witness of the Psalms to Christ and Christianity,” at The
Bampton Lectures at Oxford, England in the year 1876. For an extensive
study of this topic the reader is urged to consult this great vwork.

HOW IS JESUS SEEN IN THE PSALMS

Jesus is seen as Creator. Hebrevs 1:10-13 quotes Psalm 102:25-27 as .-
follows:

You, Lord, in the beginning did
lay the foundation of the earth,

And the heavens are the works of -
your hands:

They shall perish; but you
continue:

And they all shall wax old as does a

garment;

And as a mantle shall you roll: )
them up,

As a garment, they shall be
changed:

But you are the same,
And your years shall not fail.

Hebrews 1:8 makes it clear the the Hebrew writer understands that
the Psalmist was speaking of the Son when he spoke these words. Thus, the
Psalmist credits the Son as being the one who laid the foundations of the
earth. The heavens are the works of his hands. This doctrine and inter-
pretation agrees fully with the concept presented by the Apostle John in
John 1:1-3 and with the Apostle Paul in Colossians 1:13-17.

Some commentators believe that Jesus is seen in the Psalms as Jehovah
or Yahweh. This concept would be based on the fact that the term trans-
literated Jehovah in the Psalms and in some of the places of the prophets
is understood by the New Testament writers to be referring to Jesus or the
Christ. This concept might be particularly supported by Psalm 95:6-11.

The section in Hebrews 3:5-4:11 indicates that the rest talked about in
Psalm 95 is the rest that Jesus is to provide. The words Jehovah or Yahweh
then in Psalm 95 would be equivalent to Jesus. The rest under discussion
would refer to the rest provided by him as discussed in Hebrews., Those who



hold that Jesus is seen in the Old Testament as Jehovah also cite many
other similar instances to the above. To say the least of it, there is a
very close affinity, and Jehovah in the 01d Testament is seen as doing some
of the same things that Jesus in the New Testament is credited with doing.
Jesus is seen as the Son of God Incarnate. Hebrews 10:5-7 reflects
Christ as saying when He came into the world:

v’ Sacrifice and offering you did

not want,

But a body you did prepare for me;

In whole burnt offerings and sacrifices
for sin you had no pleasure:

Then said I, lo, I am come

(In the roll of the book it is written
of me)

To do your will, O God.

This quote seems to be taken from Psalm 40:6,7. While there are
some differences between the Massoretic text and the Septuagint text at
this point, Dr. Kennicott has made certain conjectural recommendations
which adequately harmonize the vqgious texts and support the translation,
"A body you did prepare for me." At any rate, since the New Testament
is the inspired interpreter of the 01d Testament and is the only inspired
translation we have of the 0ld Testament passages, certainly the Psalmist
was anticipating the preparation of a body for the one whom God was sending
into the world. Thus, the Psalmist saw the incarnation of Christ in a
human body ten centuries before it became a fact,

Psalm 2:7 is quoted in Hebrews 1:5 as another indication that the
Psalmist saw the incarnation of the Son. The passage affirms, "You are
my Son, this day have I begotten you.”

Jesus is seen as the Son of Man. The beautiful eighth Psalm, which
expresses in general the alevated position to which God created man, is
seen by the Hebrew author as having specific application and reference to
Jesus as the very epitomy of mankind. Hebrevs 2:6-9 quotes Psalm 8:4-7
and interprets this as being fulfilled in the incarnation of Jesus:

What is man, that you are mindful
of him?

Or the son of man, that you visit
him?

You made him a little lower than
the angels;

You crowned him with glory and
honor,

And did set him over the works of
your hands:

You did put all things in subjection
under his feet.

For in that he subjected all things unto him, he left nothing
that is not subject to him. But now we see not yet all things sub-—
jected to him. But we behold him who has been made a little lower



than the angels, even Jesus, because of the suffering of death
crowned with glory and honor, that by the grace of God he should
taste of death for every man.

Thus Jesus-—the Christ or Messiah of God—is seen as the ultlmate e
man—-God’incarnated in flesh—-to whom all things in ‘heaven ‘and on earth are
made sub;ect.

Jesus 13 seen as the Son of David. The common assumption of the Jews
at the time of Jesus was that the Messiah would be the Son of David (Matthew
22: 41-46; Mark 12:35-37; Luke 20:41-44). Many other passages could be
cited to “support this concept., When the angel announced the birth of Jesus
to Hary. he said, "The Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father
David,” (Luke 1:32), Many of the Psalms anticipate the continuation of
God's covenant with David and the seed or horn of David continuing on the
throne of Israel, such as Psalm 78:67-72 and Psalm 89:20-37. One of the
most specific is Psalm 132:10-18 which reads as follows:

For your servant David's sake

Turn not away the face of your
anointed.

Jehovah has sworn unto David
in truth;

He will not turn from it:

Of the fruit of your body will I set
upon your throne.

If your children will keep my
covenant

And my testimony which I shall teach
them,

Their children also shall sit upon
your throne for evermore.

For Jehovah has chosen
Zion;

He has desired it for his
habitation,

This is my resting-place for ever:

Here will I dwell; for I have
desired it.

I will abundantly bless her
provision:

I will satisfy her poor with bread.

Her priests also will I clothe with
salvation;

And her saints shall shout aloud
for joy.

There will I make the horn of
David to bud:

I have ordained a lamp for mine

anointed,

His enemies will I clothe with
shame;

But upon himself shall his crown
flourish
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THE MIDDLE-EAST CRISIS IN BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE
By: F. Furman Kearley, Ph.D.
Professor of Bible and Director of Graduate Studies

Abilene Christian University
Abilene, Texas

INTRODUCTION

Christians have been in strong agreement for nearly two thousand
yeers that Christ will come again. They have differed widely, however,
concerning how, when; and ‘where-he will return. Most of these differences

have centered around the understanding of Old Testament prophecies'con—

'cerning the’ return of the nation of Israel to the’ 1and of Palestine &nd

the’ mature aad meaning of the- millennlum. Though there are many

Tndividual variatlonsAin attitudes concerning ‘these matters, there are

ufourfﬁain‘groupings or systems of interpretation concerning the prophecies

and the'millennium.



.Antisupernatural/Liberal - ] ) : | ,

First, the secular or liberal approach regards the restoration
_&,‘7—'—"7'—"—"
prophecies and the millennium as literal high hopes or expectations of
specific Hebrew and Christian leaders,prophets and writers such as
Isaiah,‘Zechariah and John. However, they interpret these as only
human speculations and hopes which were over idealistic. Their hopes

were never accomplished; their prophecies were never fulfilled.

Spiritualization/Figurative

The second approach is made by those of the SPiriEgglizésngiiignrar

tigg”§chool of thought.(:ihese maintain that the restoration prophecies

/’_-_h___

were basically figurative in nature and envisioned the church and

[y

spiritual blessings in the church and not a literal Hebrew kingdom.

Similarly, they view the millennium as a figurative period and not literal

in nature.(igﬁ?s approach has been the one adopted by the Catholic

church since Augustine and by most of the mainline Protestant churches:>
In general, those who accept this apprééch are also divided into

two further groups with regard to their attitudes toward the millennium.

béae interpretation is designated "amillennial®™ because it does not

expect a literal millennium but understands this to be a figurative

period within the framework of the Christian age. The other group is

designated "postmillennial." They do expect some specific period and
/ ’ .

———e
events that will constitute a millennium, though not necessarily a

literal thousand years. This period will occur before the second coming

—~——

of Christ. 1In general, these emphasize a spiritual nature for the

millennium rather than a physical.2



Idteral/Premillennial

The third system of thought may be designated the literal/premillen-

mnial. These expect a literal fulfillment of the 0ld Testahent restora-

— 4’
tdion prophecies and of the millennium spoken of by John. heX affirm

that the restoration prophecies.héve not been fulfilled but that God's

R
word carinot be broken and must eventually be fulfilled. Therefore,

there will be a literal fulfillment in the future.(irhey expect a

litefal return of the Jewish people to Palestine, then the second coming
R A

R .

of the Lord and then the millennial reign of the Lord from a literal

throne in Jerusalem.3
Within premillennialists there are two major groups. One is

designated as historical premillennialism and the other as dispensa- ;

't;onal premillennialism. There are some significant but complex

difficulties between these groups which is beyond the scope of this

discussion.

Fuller Meaning/Conditional

A fourth system m?y be designated the fuller geaning/conditional

awmew-

message of the Old Testament prophets must be understood in the context

This school of thougth emphasizes that the

of the prophets' lives and thatof their immediate audiences. Thus,

each prophecy must be studied carcfully in its own historical situation.

Further, they stress that the restoration prophecies, in their histori-
i

cal context, were speaking of the restoration of the Hebrews from

Babylonian captivity.
o =
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The emphasis on the conditional nature of prophecy affirms that

the restoration prophecies were made on the condition that the Jews in

captivity would repent and would return in full obedience to God..

This appraoch affirms that the Jews did not return from captivity and
“1ive in full obedience to God but continued to sin against God in

various ways. These sins are fully documented in Haggai, Ezra, Nehemiah

[

and in the sins of the Jews exposed by Christ in the New Testament.

e

Thus, the conditions weréﬁgoE\me i restoration prophecies

5

were not fulfilled _ .

This approach further emphasizes that the principle of(%ypological

prophec§\so clearly manifest in the 0ld Testament, was also involved in

the meaning of many of the restoration prophecies. ThaE‘is, God and

the Holy Spirit had a(?ggheétknd a(épiritua;)meaning in many of the

restoration prophecies beyond the literal meaqéggﬂgggggstood by the

P e

audience of the prophets in olden time. This(higher;kfigurative)and
N e

(}pirituai)meaning finds its fulfillment.iﬁ Christ and the church.

Those who belong to the f§£§t, seESBd, or fogEEE_schools of thought
discussed above generally do not believe the events in the Middle East
are in any way involved in the fulfillment of prophecy. On the other
hand, those of the literal premillennial school of thought affirm the
present events to be the fulfillment of the prophecy. Historical
premillennialists take a mild view‘and say that these events may be,
but are not necessarily, the fulfillment of God's plan. They do be-
lieve when'God's plan is fulfilled, something like this will happen.

While there are some mild dispensational premillennialists, most of
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these tend to have a strong belief that the end of the world and the
Lord's second coming is near and that these events are a prelude to it.6

How Christiang viewwar and violence is also deeply involved in
evaluating the Middle East crisis in Biblical perspective. When most
Christians discuss the Christian stance towards war, apart from reference
to any specific war, the emphasis is that Christians should strive for
peace and work to avoid war and violence. However, when a specific
war context comes to be involved, many Christians modify this and take
a strong position that Christians can and should participate actively
in a "justified war."

However, a different dimension of the question is reached when a
discussion of the present Middle East crisis is considered. When the
concept of Asggggddon (Revelation 16:16) is raised, those who believe
in a literal war at Armageddon often feel that Christians shquld work
to start this war and should vigorously participate in itji/;hose in-
particular who view the present situation as Armageddon believe that

Christians should support Israel with vigor and urge our govermment to

take an active part in the conflict in the Middle East.

In the light of Biblical teaching, what should be the Chrisgian‘s

attitude toward the Middle-East crisis? Are these eYEEE§_3~EEEE—9f the

prelude to the fulfillment of literal prophecies in the Bible? Is the

battle of Armageddon about to take place? Is the second coming of
Christ near? Will Christ soon come and set up a literal kingdom and

reign for a thousand years from Jerusalem? What should be the Ch?istian's

i
attitude toward the wars#iEg-EEESEf_SE_EEE#EE_EEE—EQQQ;Q_Eést? Should

[ —
the Christian be working with all of his might and praying with all of -



‘power that we may avoid war in the Middle East and thus use his

M e

‘#nfluence to work for peacé&? On the other hand, should the Christian

¥

bg‘praying that the war will grow more intense and become Armageddon,
and should the Christian work to urge our government to get deeply
involved in this in order to bring on a great worldwide war which will
fulfill the prophecies concerning Armageddon?

Answers to the above questions divide deeply Christians and Bible
believers of equal devotion and integrity. Serious problems are posed
within Christendom and in Christendom's effort to reach out to those of
other religions or of no religion. There are many other pfoblems of
serious proportions involved in finding a solution as to the proper
Christian attitude concerning the Middle East crisis by means of a

careful, prayerful study of the Bible.

;ﬁfg/put the discussion in sharper focus, some Christians, who view

the present situation in the Middle East as the fulfillment of prophecy,
believe Christians must strongly support Israel and encourage escalation
of the conflict. One champion of this view has said,
Should Christians support Israel? They must if they are to
fulfill one of God's purposes in the church: to serve as a cata-
lyst to provoke Israel to envy and thus to encourage her to seek

God more earnestly in 9enitence and faith in preparation for the
coming of the Messiah.

This same advocate strongly defends the conduct of Israel and
affirms that God is responsible. He states:

Do not condemn Israel for bei " ike." She is fulfilling
God's word am is role for her in these last days of the age. It
is God who Was made little Israel "a threshing sledge, new and
sharp, with many teeth" to thresh her adversaries round about
her. If you must criticize someone for Israel's military provess 8
and successes, take the matter up with God, for He is responsible.



While to many, the above statement may seem strange and extreme,
it is representative of an increasingly vocal element within Chri#tian—
ity who view the present Middle East crisis as the beginning of a holy
warlunderstood by them to be the battle of Armageddon. <;hey view this

holy war as inevitable and victory for Ch

ating in the establishment of the literal reign of Christ for a

millennium in Jerusalem.T)
The number of Christians espousing this view has been growing
steadily for one-and-a-half centuries. The growth has accelerated

tremendously during the last decade. One source estimates the present

number of members in this movement to be between 30 and 50 million in
the United States alone.9 In addition, fhere are many millions in
Europe, Canada, Australia and even in South America. Those who believe
in the above concepts cut across many denominational lines. In
 general, most of them would accept the designation as premillennial-

ists though the full picture is more complex.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF DEVELOPMENTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST

To understand the present Middle East crisis and its relation to
Christianity, one needs to study thoroughly the historz_ggﬂgigggnsa—
tional preyillennialism, Ziogiff/ggg_fhe stafffgfﬁfﬁffg} over the last
-one—-and—-a-half centuries. Sources for this are cited in the footnotes,
but such a thorough study is impossible here. Hopefully, a brief
resume will be helpful and stimulate a more thorough study.10

The main feature of dispensational premillennialism relative to

—~—— e —
the Middle East crisis is the doctrine that all the Biblical prophecies




concerning restoration of Israel relate to the return of the Jewish

—

people to their homeland prior to the second coming of Christ._ Aﬁout;

11830 J. N. Darby, one of the founders of the Plymouth Brethren, began
it k_/.———\ B4

teaching what has come to be called dispensational premillennialism.
Many have furthered and popularized this doctrine. No one person has
been more influential in spreading dispensational teachings than

C. {;_iggfiglgli His Bible study courses, preaching, numerous articles,

pamphlets and most of all his Scofield Reference Bible, popularized

the doctrine throughout the United States and Canada. (ihough he did

- mot claim originality for his work, he clarified and standardized the

work of others.11 i>

Scofield, in his scholarly and didactic works, drew heavily on
the preaching and practical work of Wil;&if_§;_§l335§£gpe. Blackstone
laid a solid foundation for modern militant dispensationalism and
Zionism. He accomplished this by his popular preachings, his -famous

work Jesus is Coming, and his benevolent activities on behalf of per-

secuted Jews. Blackstone affirmed,
The title deed to Palestine is recorded, not in the Mohammedan
Serai of Jerusalem nor the Serglio of Constantinople, but in
hundreds of millions of Bibles now extant in more than 300
languages of the earth.
Blackstone is considered by some to have been "the father of
Zionism." He devoted much time and money to evangelization among Jews
and to the advocacy of Zionism. He organized a large conference of

Christians and Jews in Chicago in 1889 to discuss the persecution of

Jews in Russia. He and other Christians proclaimed strong support for

the immigration of Russian Jews to Palestine. He and others of like



persuasion supported the cause of Zionism before large‘audiences all
over the country in their prophecy conferences. A Jewish friend wrote
Blackstone expressing his own appreciation and that of Supreme Court
Justice Brandeis who was at one time president of the Zionist movement.
The letter stated, "Mr. Brandeis is perfectly infatuated with the work
you have done along the lines of Zionism. . . . in fact, he agrees with
me that you are the father of Zionism, as your work antidates Herzl."13

Lord Shaftesbury is another leader with Christian background whose
understanding of Biblical prophecy moved him to work hard in England
to prepare the way for Jews to return to Palestine. His daily prayers
were directed to the second coming. The ring he wore on his right
hand contained the words, "Oh, pray for the peace of Jerusalem." He
and others helped to create an atmosphere favorable to Zionism that
survived well into the twentieth century when the Jews themselves
began to press for a homeland in Palestine.l4

One student of Zionism has observed, "Zionism is as old as the
Jewish dispersion. The idea certainly did not start eighty years ago--—

—
the organized movement did.z E However, both Jewish and Christian

historians clearly conclude that Jewish Zionism could never have
gotten off the ground, much less achieved the actual creation of the

state of Israel, apart from help and encouragement from the Christian

community, based on two convictions. The first_is that the Bible
T P 3

Y

prophesies the return 'and reestablishment of the nation of Is;gel in

Palestine before the second coming of Christ. The other is the
SR

Christian compassion and sympathy for the severe persecution suffered



ﬁby the Jews, especially as these reached the zenith in the holocaust

under Hitler.l6

<§ﬁ;ny have thought of the Zionist movement as a secular and politi-

cal movement. While there have been some secular unbelieving Jewish

and Christian Zionists, basicaliy.the underlying conviction and

g

emotional appeal has been based, either consciously or unconsciously,

on the religious belief that Palestine belongs to the Jews as promised

by God and that the Jews must return there// The basic religious
LN

nature of ‘the present crisis in the Middle East is seen in the fact

that the Zionist movement basically refused to consider any possible

overnment made the Zionist organization a provisional offer

SE an ‘afen of 6,000 square miles in che wninhabited highlands of fhe

East Af iéé;éf;égctorateﬁ This offer was warmly appreciated as a

BB U5 renid e £ e

mark of British goodwill, but it gave rise to- sharp differences of
opinion between a minority of Zionists who urged its acceptance and a
much larger body of Zionists who were alarmed at any suggestion of the
diversion of Zionist energies from Palestine.

Modern Zionists clearly acknowledgé the religious basis of their

movement and credit the success to God in fulfilling His promises.

<iiz§rael's first/;;;;e minister, David Ben Gurion, evaluates the
reestablishment of Israel as the fulfillment of God's promise, "I will
surely assemble, oh Jacob, all of these; I will surely gather the
remnant of _Israel."l8 Many other Jewish Zionists could be quoted

P —
both as to their belief that modern Israel is the fulfillment of God's

promise to the Jews and to their recognition that Christian Zionists
_/. .
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have helped greatly to create the atmosphare to make modern Israel

possible.

THE ERRONEOUS BASIS OF PREMILLENNIALISM AND ZIONISM
7 Many Christians, probably the majority of Christians, believe
the'premillennial and Zionistic interpretation of the restoration
prophecies is an erroneous one. This writer certainly believes that

premillennialism and Zionism is based on an error-filled system of

Biblical interpretation. This means_the present state of Israel is of

men and not of God. Furthermore, this writer believes that the pre-
-

millennial and Zionistic understandings of scripture and practices

resulting from these pose grave dangers to our present civilization.

Premillennialism and Zionism Wrongly Interpret the Bible

1. The historical context of Biblical prophecy must be considered.

(iéremillennial and Zionistic interpreters read the Bible as if it were

written in this present generation. The ignore all of the hisEqry of

Judaism and Christiaﬁity between the prophets and now. They‘ignore

I

the historical context in which the original statements were made.l—

Ci£9r example, one such interpreter refers to Deuteronomy 32 as
the prophetic ode of Moses and views this as prophecy instead of seeing
what it really is-—a poetic history written by Moses éoncerning
the experiences of the children of Israel in the wilderness. Clearly
Deuteronomy 32:16, 17 and 21 refer back to the incident of the golden
calf in Exodus 32 and the incident of B;alpeor.in Numbers 25 and

similar instances of idolatry. When Paul quotes Deuteronomy 32:21 in
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Romans 10:19, he is not citing this as prophecy but rather as history
LN .

repeating itself. In rejecting Christ the Jews were acting as they

did when they rejggEgQ_Gadﬁin—the—wildezness((:;f Deuteronomy 32 was

a prophecy in any sense, and Paul was using it prophetically, he still

was viewing Deuteronomy 32 in relation to events involved at Paul's
time in the preaching of the Gospel to the Gentiles, It is false and
dangerous hermeneutics for a modern uninspired interpreter to apply
Deutercnomy 32 to the situation in the present day Middle East.

Time does not allow a careful.consideration of this or of many

other passages. Briefly, most of the passages used by premillennialists

and Zionists are prophecies of restoration of physical Israel to physi-

cal Palestine from physical Babylon.<f§£ese prophecies were uttered by

tge prophets before, at the point of, or during the Babylonian cap- éx

tivity. To the extent that they were fulfilled, they were fulfilled
e N e —_ -

in the restoration proclaimed by Cyrus and led by Zerubbabel, Ezra,

Nehemiah and others between 536 B.C. and the destruction of Jerusalem
in A.D. 70. ;?gésages such as Jeremiah 30, 31, Ezekiel 33-48 and others
must first be studied very carefully in their historical context and
in terms of the history that followed between then and now. When the

passages are so studied, one will see that God has fulfilled all that

he could fulfill in view of the continued sinfulness of the Hebrew

people.
I

2. The conditional nature of prophecy must be recognized. In

Jeremiah 18:1-12 'God clearly reveals the conditional nature of His
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promises and His threats. Verses 9 and 10 affirm "at what instant I
éhall speak concerning a nation, and concerning a kingdom, to build and-
to plant it; if the§ do that which is evil in my sight, that they
obey not my voice, then I will repent of the good, wherewith I said
I would benefit them." According to verses 7 and 8, the reverse is
true concerning His threats.(i;f God's threats are conditioned upon
man's continued disobedience and may be withdrawn when a man or a
nation repents, then the same is true concerning God's promise;?i>

The prophets' basic mission was to warn the Jews to repent and

—
serve God or else God would take them into captivity. -Amos 9 serves
anos 7

as an excellent example of the conditional nature of both threats and
- - - promises. In Amos 9:1-10, the prophet speaks of the desE;ncgion and
scatEEE;ng'that was to be done in Israel, particularly in anticipation
of the Assyrian captivity of the northern kingdom. Gn the light of
all the rest of the scripture and especially the message of the pro-

phets, it is clear that the purpose of such threats was to move the

Jews to repent. If the Jews had listened to Amos and later to Hosea,

\
the northern kingdom would have been spared and would not have gone fﬁ%

into captivity. God's threats were conditional but the Hebrews did
1to captivit

not meet the conditions by repenting so that they could be saved from

captivity.
—ee—
Further, in support of the above point concerning the conditional

nature of God's threats, the case of Micah and his preaching should
A

be studied. Micah strongly condemned the sins of Judah and warned of

the serious consequences of destruction and captivity that would come
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to Judah and Jerusalem. In Micah 3:12 he warned-that'Z;on would be

plowed as a field and Jerusalem would become heaps. In Jeremiah

%26:16—19, %e have an inspired interpreattion of this. Here we learn

that Micah's prophecy was an unfglfilled prophecy. Jerusalem was not
plowediés a field nor did it become heaps. Yet Micah and God were
most happy that the prophecy was not fulfilled. The prophecy was not
fulfilled because Hezekiah, king of Judah, and the people of Judah
listened to Micah and were moved by him to repent and to entreat the
favor of the Lord. The Lord then repented of the evil which he had

(\/ﬁ—_”_—'———_
pronounced against them and did not bring Micah's prophecy to fulfill-

ment. 1In this Micah stands in exact parallel to Jonah and his prophecy
r———— s

concerning the destruction of Nineveh.(hﬁcah did not express a

specific condition and neither did Jonah. Yet it is clear from thg%
inspired interpretation of both Micah's prophecy and Jonah's prophecy
that ;he threats were conditional.}

</2mos 9:11~15 speaks of God's promise to bring back His people and
to rebuild the wasted cities. God's promisei_zg_kliiijfgfgg;ignthis

1]
passage(?re no more binding upon him than his promises to the genera-

tion he took out of Egypt and promised to takeg.to Canaan. God did not

e —— e

keep His promises to the generation twenty years of age and older that

B P

he brought out of Egypt{iﬁﬂowever, it was not God's fault, but the sin-

e T

ful Israelites' fault because they disbeleived and died in their

disbelief as Hebrews chapters 3 and 4 clearly present. Had the Jews

who went into Assyrian captivity repented And served God, and had the\/

Jews who went into Babylonian captivity repented and served God, then
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God would have blessed them and fulfilled all of His ﬁromises to them

concerning a renewed kingdom and prosperous 1and</,However, it is

clear from Haggai, Ezra, Nehemiah and the New Testament that the Jews

in captivity and after captivity were no more faithful to God than

those before. They simply sinned in different matters and directions.

S

While they may have been cu ido y, they moYEé_EE.ff}f:ff%ﬁfffus

nationalism and the Phariseeism of binding the traditions of the elders
T "

above the will of God. They shifted from the liberalism of disregarding
Dove T e Jgrom the oo et

God's law to the legalism of making laws where God had made none.

Proponeqﬁgﬂgﬁ,prﬁmillennialism strongly insist that God's promise

to give the land to Abraham and his descendents constitutes an ever-

[

-7 [
lasting covenant that can never -be“broken and must ultimately be ful-
s : A

—

filled by the restpration of Israel to the land. However, this asser-

tion is totally refuted by the many passages that_elearty—=affirm that .

their continuation in the land is dependent upcn their righreousness.

( If they are righteous and obedient they can stay in the land, but if they

are disobedient and rebellious, they will be scattered and punished. -
Monser gives an extensive list of passages that affirm that the possession

of the land by the descendants of Abraham is conditioned upon obedience
i

. - . 1 .y
to God and their refraining from idolatry. 9 Leviticus 26 and K
Deuteronomy 28 are entire chapters devoted to this concept. Dsuteronomy

4:25-31 is a very explicit passage concerning the Hebrews' limitations

I———

and possession of the land. God warns that if they commit idolatry
they "shall.soon utterly perish from off the land whereunto you go over

the Jordan to possess it; you shall not prolong your days upon it, but
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shall utterly be destroyed."20

3. The acutal fulfillment of God's prophecies must be recognized
R |

in history. God(éég)fulfill His prophecies and promises to:bring the
R p i

Hebrews back from captivity, to restore them to the physical land of
~ ' e e e

vPalestine, to rebuild the temple,'to reconstitute worship in the temple,

e

-

and to bless them in the land. <%t is clear from sacred and from secular
Jhailiitehidihiinste: :

history that Cyrus decreed that the Jews could return. Many of them

chose to return, the temple was rebuilt, and many blessings came to

them. The rebuilt temple stood and was in use from 515 B.C. to A.D. 70,

RSO

The promises of God did not come to| full fruition after the Babylonian

——

captivity not because God failed but because of the Jews' sins. When
k\—

the Jews continued in their sins and rebellion and ultimately when they

rejected God's son, God abolished all obligation concerming his promises

about a physical nation and announced through his somn, "your house is

left unto you desolate" (Matthew 23:38).

Jesus then proceeded to prophesy the total and utter destruction
-

of the city of Jérusalem and of the temple. Ezekiel 40—48 concerning

’_——_—————"_'-/_ '—-——m_,
the rebuilding of the temple was uttered sometime prior to 560 B.C.
ding of the temp.e was johop

That temple was rebuilt as Ezekiel prophesied and his prophecy was

fulfilled. Christ himself decreed the destruction of that temple
which Ezekiel had prophesied and it was destroyed in A.D. 70. There

is no reason whatsoever, and no sensible approach to the interpretation
of scripture at all, that could lead one to look for still another ful-

i i d. The Jews
£illment of Ezekiel 40-48. His prophecy has been fulfille

sinned again and brought utter destruction upon the second temple.
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There is no prophecy of a third temple and no reason that anyone should
ever expect at any time in the future that a third Jewish temple should

be built. Ezekiel prophesied of one rebuilt temple and not twoxffahrist

e

’ i
in Matthew 24 announced the destruction of that temple and the abrigation

P

of any further 6bligation of God ng ical-temple and a
physical homeland for the Jews.
sical Momelamd *of ==
The prophets had prophesied of one return and restoration to the-

o«

homeland. That took place from 536 B.C. to A.D. 70.<i;he Jews had

g

their opportunity but forfeited it. There is no reason to look for

e

any further physical fulfillment of those physical restoration pfﬁphecies.

(One_;gs;oxation—was~p£ophesied,not two. Christ decreed an end of that

restoration and announced the beginni a pew dispersion. If Christ

and his apostles had expected a second restoration they would have so

announced. The New Testament is in 'dead silence concerning any further
e

restoration of the Hebrew people to the physical land of Palestine after

A.D. 70.

4. The principles of typological prophecy and the fuller meaning

of prophecy, recogﬂized and used by the New Testament authors, must be

followed in interpreting Old Testament prophecy. The apostle Peter

affirmed that "No prophecy of scripture is of private interpretation”
(II Peter 1:20). This principle is clearly illustrated in the case of
the Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8. The eunuch was reading from Isaiah 53,
when asked by Philip, "Do you understand what you read?" The eunuch
answered correctly for himself and for all others when he said, "How

can I except someone shall guide me?" Philip, beginning in Isaiah 53,
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preached unto him Christ and explained the way in which Isaiah's prophecy
concerning the suffering servant was to be understood in Christ.
This same principle is true of(all’ of the prophecy of the 01d

Testament. Apart from an inspired interpreter such as Philip or an

inSPfESE_EEESEEEEEEEEQ§,§EQE~§S those given in the New Testament,

one is on dangerous grounds to begin making his own private intérpre—
tations of 0ld Testament prophecies. While we might think a particular
0ld Testament passage might contain in it some reference to fulfillment
in Christ or in the church, we must avoid dogmatism wi.th such inter-

pretations and certainly not bind such interpretations nor divide the

body of Christ over them.

The apostle Paul, in Ephesians 3;1—8,’g§§3§’i;_glg§£/;hat‘neither
- .

he nor any of the other apostles or New Testament writers could under-

stand God's eternal purpose, God's promises and prophecies with respect
—

to Christ and the church, until they were revealed to them by the Holy

Spirit. Paul, Peter, John, Matthew and the other New Testament writers,
e —
after receiving inspired interpretation of the 0ld Testament prophecies,

wrote their meaning so we can understand. As Paul says, ''I wrote before

—
in few words, whereby, when you read, you can perceive my understanding

and the mystery of Christ." Thus, the first basic New Testament principle

{
concerning the interpretation of Old Testament prophecy is that an{ﬁf

inspired interpreter, that is a New Testament writer, is needful for
—

us to understand 0ld Testament prophecy.

Another clear New Testament principle in the use and interpretation

of 0ld Testament prophecy is that certain 0ld Testamenft events or7§(
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institutions and in some cases poetry and prose expressions were types .
—_ - o : i ' —
or prefiéuremeuts concerning Christ and the church. Hebrews 9 clearly

understands the<f§§§§§§§I;\Knd some of its services to have had a
literal 0ld Testament function and yet in addition to have symbolized

or typ{fied the spiritual things'ébout Christ and the church. Paul in

1 Corinthans 10 understandstﬁé{?égging through the Red Sea to typify

qzjﬁféfigdré baptisnm féf Chriétians. Matthew likewise indicates that

%>é§§;;17§ going into Egypt and being called out of Egypt was typical or

symbolic of Christ being carried to Egypt and then being called out.

When Matthew cites Hosea 11:1, he is using Hosea and the exodus

experience as a type or figure. Hosea 11:1 studied in context is not

e

a prophecy, per se, of Christ, but a historical reference back to

~
the exodus.

/—-/ .
The New Testament also clearly presents the principle that 01d

.Testament prophetic expressions had at least a dual and perhaps a

multiple meaning. (Matthew 2:17, 18 cites Jeremiah 31:15 as being

fulfilled in the weeping at Bethlehem associated with the slaughter

of the innocent children. When Jeremiah 31:15 is studied in context,
/

it is clear that the original audience of Jeremiah would have under-

stood this to refer to the figurative weeping of Rachel as the symbolic

mother of the Hebrew people because the Hebrew people were suffering
N S

-

so much in the destruction of Jerusalem. The Holy Spirit, as he
—

inspired Jeremiah, certainly must have had a more extensive and a more

long-range meaning in consideration. Thus a partia;_meaning_mas_ful—

filled in the Babylonian captivity but the full meaning was accomplished
. aning was ac

s i e =
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or fulfilled:hxthe weeping -at Bethlehem- for the slain children.

According to Bf‘ .IO—IZ (ihe prophets by inspiration may

have had some consciousness that their messages had a meaning greater

and more extensive than the onme for their immediate audience. However,

-

they did not apparently have a clear understanding as to the long-range

meaning of their own message.

This same principle is true in some of the early preaching of the

—
apostles. On Pentecost Peter said in Acts 2:39, "To you is the promise,
o

and to your children, and to all who are afar off." Peter certainly

did not understand this to mean the Gentiles, yet it becomes clear from

Acts 10 that the Gentiles were included in the promise. If Acts 2:39

could have a multiple meaning or a partial meaning to Peter and the

audience on that day and a fuller meaning after the events of Acts 10,

the principle can certainly apply to Old Testament prophets and some of

their messages.

This multiple or fuller meaning concept is involved in James' use

LA #
of Amos 9:11, 12 in Acts 15:15, lﬂij:és noted earlier, Amos 9:11-15

it il
would have been understood by Amos and his immediate audience to be a
promise from God to the Hebrews of the northern kingdom. Israel had

rejected the Davidic dynasty when they followed Jereboam in the rebellion

against Rehoboam, the son of Solomon. .Amos was telling them that

after they went into Assyrian ¢ the northern kingdom was

destroyed, if the individual Hebrews would repent and turn to God, God
\_—/" ~

would again'Bring them‘unde id. He would bring Fhem
- l.\_______-—v—/‘

back from captivity and rebuild their wasted cities(igi‘gizg’EhEm_BgaCe
; J e —
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’qnd security in the land. The words of Amos had-a liﬁegal meaning to

him and his audience. However, they had a fuller meaning to God and

the Holy Spirit. This fuller meaning‘ﬁas made known by the revelation
T
of James which he revealed to other Christians at the conference in

\.._;,a’/' . .
Jerusalem, just §§_Egilip revealed the fuller meaning of Isaiah 53 to

~

the eunuch((jEven»though the Jews had continued to sin against God and

ol

thus had not received the fulfillment of the literal promise, the
fuller and spir%tual aspects of the promise were fulfilled in Christ
and in the church.i)

Philip Mauro was at one time a premillennialist. Through careful
study of the Bible he led himself out of that doctrine and wrote an
extensive refutation of it. After extensive study of the arguments in
support of premillennialism and response to each, he summarizes the
basic response and refutation of premillennialism. His respomnse
concurs with and underscores the above four principles that have been
stated.

But some will ask: How about all those promises to and concerning

the people of Israel, “@Specially ths—EEEEEEEE#gi,Lheﬁrepossession

by theém of the land God gave to their fathers?

The answer can be given in a few words:

(1) That most of tho i if not all) were spoken
. bef he Jews from the Babylonian captivity, and
7& many of them, including all such as were to have a literal

accomplishment, were fulfilled in that event;

(2)—Phat "€he promiseés concerning the possession of the land of
Canaan WEEE_ggEgig;gggl_upnn_fgishﬁgLness and obedience on the
part of the people of Israel, who were repeatedly warned that if
their hearts turned away from the Lord they should be plucked from
off the land (Deut. 4:26; 8:19, 20; 30:17,18; Josh. 23:13; 16).

(3). Such of the promises of that SOFt 35 were unconditional are

the heritage of th& True Tsrael, the spiritual children of Abra-
him (Gal. 3:7, 29); and they have their fulfillment in the true
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land of promise, which the fathers of Israel had in view; for
they were desiring--not the land of Canaan, or any other earthly
territory, but--"a better country, that is an heavenly"

(Heb. 11:16).21

5. Figurative language must be accurately and consistently distin-

guished. Many premillennialists are inconsistent in their interpre-

tation of language. They mix 1ite§91 language and figurative language

PR

extensively in the same passage.(i;or example, they interpret Ezekiel 38
as a literal gattle rather than as—a figurative battle of spiritual
forces of good and evil struggling for supremecy. Thus, they inter-
pret the passage literally so far as war is concerned, but they inter-
pret the elements involved in the war figuratively. Instead of li;efal
horses and horsemen they now have planes and missiles. Instead of
sﬁords they now have automatic rifles and advanced weaponrf!

The same problem is involvéd in.their inconsistency iﬁ the_ipter—

pretation of Revelation. For example, Revelation 16:10-19:21 is

~

generally interpreted by premillennialists to refer to the great batﬁlé'

of Armageddon. They understand this to be a literal war between
TEeT

literal physical nations at the literal mount Megiddo in Palestine.

Yet, they want to understand Babylom in this section to be figurative

of the modern opponents of Israel. They interpret the horses, horsemen

and swords and other aspects of the battle figurativeiy since they

believe that modern weapons will be used in the forthcoming Middle

East war. Such inconsistency invalidates their approach to the inter-—

preation of prophecy.
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PREMILLENNIALISM AND ZIONISM CREZTE
GRAVE MORAIL AND DOCTRINAL CONSEQUENCES
If premillennialism and religious Zionism are based on a false
interpretation of scripture, and. this author firmly believes they are,
these false doctrines and interpretations may well lead to several
disastrous results, both of a moral and a doctrinal nature. It is
urgent that:one consider the consequences of a doctrine. If these
consequences are not in harmony with the principles of Christ, one

should recoil in abhorance from the doctrine.

1. Militant premillennialism and Zionism must bear the moral

responsibility for recent bloodshed in the Middle Fast and for more

extensive bloodshed in World War III if it comes as predicted by

militant premillenialists. If the present and forthcoming conflict in

the Middle East is truly the great battle of Afmageddon and the proper
interpretation of Revelation and other prophecies, then militant |
premillennialists can feel good and vindicated. However, this writer
and most Christians have serious doubts that this is the proper
interpretation.

| Had the state of Israel not been established in 1947, the history
of the Middle East for the last 35 years would be entirely different.
We cannot, of course, know what that history would have been. We can
know, however, that bloodshed during the last 35 years has been caused
by premille?nial and Zion?ifzg agitation that resulted in the creation

of the state of Israel. As established earlier, without premillenﬂial

preaching in the western world, the atmosphere would never have been
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created to make Zionism, whether political alome or réligious Zionism,

successful. Further, if militant premillennialists and religious
Zionists persist in viewing the Middle East conflict as a holy war

and pressing for the possession of all territories by Israel which they
formeri} possessed, the rebuildiﬁé of the temple and other such matters,
World War III will certainly result. Millions will be killed and their
blood will be upon the head of Jerry Falwell and a long host of names

of those who for a century-and-a-half have pressed for this so—called
"Holy War' which will be a most unholy war.

One militant premillemnnialist states that soon Russia will conquer
the Middle East and Israel and this "will ignite World War 111, where-
upon God will destroy all the nations that came against Jerusalem.”

Since he believes this is an inspired description of what must happen,

he believes Chrisfiéns must support Israel if they are to fulfill one

of God's purposes for the church.22

g?g; question concerning Christians' support for Israel is a

two-pronged one. It is ome thing to recognize that the present state

tical, ecomonic

o
USSR =

exists and try to come to some practical, moral, poli

U e

solution to work for peace. It is quite another thing to view the
present Middle East conflict as a holy war and to work to further
. . .. 23
escalate it rather than diffuse it.
(iIf indeed it turns out in history to be that this present con-
flict is of men and not of God, then militant premillennialists and
Zionists must bear tremendous moral responsibility for

the slaughter

and maiming of millions. What a terrible burden for the conscience
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and what a terrible burden to carry unrepented of as bng stands before
God's judgment. This author thoroughly believes that the present
conflict is of men and not of God and urges Christians to attach ﬁo
holy war concept to it. When God wants to bring Armageddon, he will
bring it in his own time and his own manner. He has given us no
inspired instructions other than to live a Christian life day by day.

2. When time and history make clear that militant premillennialism

and Zionism is a false system of men and not of God, this will result

in the disillusionment of millions who have been attracted to groups

preaching this doctrine. If time allowed, past historical occassions

could be cited when limited movements were started based on the
forthcoming fulfillment of prophecy and working for the return of Jews
to Palestine. When these movements failed, each time many became
disillusioned, fell away themselves and caused many others to be dis-
illusioned in the possibility of understanding prophecy or the Bible.
Since the present situation is by far more pervasive and involves
millions of people, the damage that will bé done by these false systems
of Biﬁlical interprétatioﬁ is incalculable.

3. Militant premillennialism by its aggressive presentation of its

theory creates division in Christendom that is unnecessary and destruc-

tive. This division weakens and undermines the effectiveness of

Christians. Theoretical interpretations of prophecies should never
be pushed with the force of dogma and should never be the occassion of
division among the people of God. If one wants to hold a theory

individually and discuss it academically, this may be well. ‘However,
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to push a theory to the point that it involves nations in war and maybe

the world is utterly insanme.

4. The erroneous interpretations of premillennialism will result

in producing unbelief in many present Christians and strengthen the

-t . unbeliéf concerning the Bible and Christianity in the irreligious and

those who are believers ir other religions. Unbelievers and those of

other religions will use the obviously false interpretations as evidence

that the Bible is erroneous or that it is impossible to understand.

Already, the ultra pro-Israel stance of militant premillennialism

"has driven countless Arabs, Muslims, and other 'third world' people

from the savior."24 The doctrines and practices of militant pre-
;f{:millennialism Fesult in harsh, unmerciful, unloving attitudes and
actions toward the Arabs and other enemies of Israel. There is a clear
tendency to practice respect of persons instead of recognizing that
"in every nation, he who fears God and works righteousnss is acceptable
to Him" (Acts 10:35).

Christians should be working to bring about peace between both

sides and they should be working to evangelize and get both sides to

PR e

-.i--z-2.:  accept Christ as redeemer. If militant premillennialists are success—
ful in involving the United States in a war on the side of Israel
against the Arab world, the Russians and China, as Hal Lindsey is working
to accomplish, the mission efforts of Christians will be hampered for

generations, if not centuries, to come. 0f course, premillennialists

do not believe there will be centuries left, but decades or less.

However, if they are wrong, as this writer believes they are, their
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doctrine is doing and will continue to do untold damage in the efforts

to reach others with the true Gospel.

5. The premillennialists' preoccupation or obsession with matters

of escatology leads to the neglect of emphasis om practical matters of

Christ{én liVing and evangelizatioh of the world, as noted in the

section above. Many in these groups are not practicing Christian

attitudes toward those in Arab countries. Their approach in doctrine

hinders evangelization.

6. Premillennialists err in their approach to the interpretation

of the scriptures. They do not make a proper practice of exegesis and

hermeneutics. This erroneous approach not only leads them to wrong
conclusions concerning eschatology, but it also may lead to erroneous
doctrines concerning redemption, election, apostasy and other important
matters concerning the church and Christiamity in the here and now.

7. The premillennial interpretation results in denying the doctrine

of the free moral agency of man. If the Jews had free moral agency at

the time when Christ first came, and God could not guarantee or force
them to accept Christ, how can one believe that God will force Israel
to accept Christ at his second coming? The very point of Romans 11 is
that the Jews were cut off from the olive tree because of unbelief.
They could and can come back into the olive tree at any time they

h individual Jew.

believe in Christ. However,4this is a matter with eac

Cod will never force them to believe.
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8. The premillennial doctrine concerning the rebuilding of the

temple, the reconstitution of the Levitical priesthood and the reinsti-

tution of animal sacrifices contradicts plain New Testament teachings

that Christ is the final and ultimate sacrifice. Hebrews, especially

chapters 7-10, argues plainly that the law of Moses and its institutions
were never fully effective and are no longer in effect. Christ has
replaced the Levitical priesthood and is a better priest. His sacri-
fice is sufficient, whereas those sacrifices were insufficient. His
sacrifice is made once for all and there is no need for any further
sacrifice. There is absolutely no place in the Christian age nor in
the heavenly age to éome, when Christ returns again, for a temple with
a Levitical priesthood and animal sacrifices. The prophecy concerning
tﬁe second temple in Ezekiel was fﬁlfilled in the temple built by
Zerubbabel in 521-516 B.C. When Chriét decreed the destruction of that
temple, neither he nor his apostles made provisions for building another
temple, for another priesthood or for any other sacrifices. This
doctrine is in total contradiction to the entire purpose for which

Christ came to earth.

CONCLUSION
In light of the above discussion.this writer present the following
conclusions and recommendations.
1. It is a serious and dangerous thing for a man or movements to stir
up nations to war at any time. Already hundreds of thousands have
Unless

died and suffered extensively due to the Middle East crisis.’

concerted efforts are made by all to end the Middle East crisis in
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peace, millions more will ‘likely die and suffer.

One should study carefully and prayerfully and examine his con-
science thoroughly before accepting a doctrine and becoming part of
a movement whose major goal is to create World War III and to cause
the ;eaths of millions of peoélé. One needs to be absolutely
certain that the doctrine he is following is of God and not of )
men before he advocates a doctrine that will put the blood of other
men on his hands.

It is one thing to espouse a cause or follow a theory that might
resﬁlt in persecution to oneself and even death to oneself. It is

a totally different thing to become a part of a movement and

advocate a doctrine that is going to bring death to thousands of

. others.

The difference between premillennialists and non-millennialists is
far more than an academic discussion. To a great extent it involves
nothing less than world peace. It is therefore important and

vital that Christians study and properly interpret Biblical prophecy.
First, one should study that he may know and practice the truth;
secondly, that he may teach those in the church and children the
truth that they may not be led astray by false doctrine. Thirdly,
one must study and teach to turn those who are in the error of
premillennialism from that error which is a powerful contributing

force to the past and possibly forthcoming wars in the Middle East.

Christians must pray for peace in the Middle East. However, this is

the most tragic consequence of the theory of premillennialism. They

must prayvand work for World War 1II so Armageddon'will come. They

cannot pray for peace.



Objective

A.

Objective

A.

MINOR PROPHETS -~ INTRODUCTION

I. Purpose of prophecy. _ . .
Prophecy Not Product of Man's Intellect.

2 Peter 1:19-21 - foundation of the proper understanding
of prophecy. (This speaks of how prophecy gets to man -
not what he does with it,)

Every prophet before he speaks sees a vision (Jeremiah 1,
Isaish 6, Rev. 1) except Jesus and Moses.

The one who gave the vision if the only one who can interpret
it - Joseph said to Pharoah "interpretations belong to God."

Prophecy NOT Product of Man's Desire. The prophet had to
speak — not like a robot ~ but because of the appointment
interview and vision of God. "Necessity is laid upon me.”

Prophecy is not as the Liberals explain it! “Astute observers
of the scene preaching moral and ethical lessons . . . . even
leaving out prediction.” The reason is the prophet has been
drafted by God sometime seemingly against their wills (Moses,
Jeremiah),

The purpose of Prophecy being being recorded was for us -
I Cor. 10, James 5 -~ patience, faith, courage.

Prophecy NOT Produce of Man's Power. Prophets argued and com-
plained that they could not do the very thing we extol them for
doing ~ this shows the power was in God.

II. Origin of the Prophetic Office - Deut. 18:9-22.

Moses was not a prophet in the ordinary definition of a pro-
phet. He was more like the father of the prophets. He was
(could be referred to) as the fountain from which all the
prophets drew. (Why Jesus is like Moses -~ we go back to the
fountain),

Moses was the Lawgiver which the prophets in their preaching
applied to the present situation - IDEA OF A FOUNTAIN!

Note: Prophecy has a 2-fold APPLICATION: verse 18.
1) IMMEDIATE: Moses became a type of every prophet -
until the One ultimately described in Deut. 18:18.
All were like Moses ——— who was "a servant faithful
in God's house” (Hebrews 3).

2) ULTIMATE - SECONDARY - PRIMARY -~ Jesus (Acts 3).
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A’

B.

Objective

A.

B'

Office of a prophet was to guard against idolatry (had been
prophets before - Abraham, Jacob - but now OFFICE . . .).

1. Deut. 18:9 - shows reason or basis for prophetic office -
which is so the people would not do like the heathen.

2. Deut. 18:10-11 - show HOW heathen sought the word from
their gods -~ ex., of divination - cutting open a goat,
looking at its liver. Contrasted with God's will revealed
in the prophet.

Note: Man cannot discover God ~ even thru philosophy, crystal

ball, astrology, horoscope - God must reveal Himself.

3. Deut, 18:12 — These ways to try to find my will is an
abomination to me.

4. Deut, 18:15 ~ Listen to me - my prophets,

5. Deut. 18:16 - Jews had seen manifestations of God's power
at Sinai one time and did not wish to see it again.
They asked Moses, "You go talk to Him; then come and tell
us what He says.” That is what God does.

6. Deut, 18:18 -~ Moses becomes type of all prophets.

ITIT - Meaning of Word Prophet.

From Exodus 4:16 and 7:1 we know a prophet is a mouth, a
spokesman. John the Baptist is an example: "I am the VOICE" -
that is "I stand here but he One standing behind me speaks
through my mouth -~ ME, A VOICE."

Application: When we stand properly prepared, God speaks
through us. When people reject the word, we ought not to
feel offended - grieved yes — but God is one offended.

IV -~ Edight Point Biblical Test of True Prophet.

His message/prediction must come true or come to pass, Deut.
18:20~22, Hananiesh (Jer. 28 ex.).

Spoke only in Lord's name (Deut. 18:20, Jer. 29:8-9).
NOT ENOUGH.

Testimony of own moral character - prophet called foolish or
stupid but life above reproach (True prophets said false pro-—
phets were mercenary, drunk, profane, liars, etc., - but false
could not reply (accuse) true prophets.)

Conscious of Divine call - God called him (Amos 7 ~ didn't
preach for merely pay).

Spoke only by revelation - 2 Peter 1:19-21, Deut. 18:20, Amos
3:7.

Message confirmed by signs - Moses ex.



» © * G. Message in harmony with previous revelation (Deut. 13:1-). ALL
MIRACLES DON'T TELL THE TRUTH . . . . when it says "A man is
e from God." "There are "LYING WONDERS." Ex. Oral Roberts ability
- to raise dead would not change Acts 2:38. Note:; God does not

; change His mind or play games, :

! Objective V - Five Kinds of Instructions . . . . .

A. Moses - Law-Giver, Neh, 8:1,14; 9:13-14; John 1:17, 7:19,
) Moses still taught Israel in Jesus' day and even today.

: B. Wise men - Jethro ex. Jer, 18:18 - Did not give new law,
not inspired to prophesy. But gave counsel according to the Law,

[

c. Priests - Law, Lev., 10:8-11, Hosea 4:6, Mal, 2:7. Divided
into 24 courses, served in temple one out of 24 months, taught
Law other 23. Scattered among 4 cities in each tribe. '

D. Prophet - Word — preachers - explained and applied Law to
their situation.

‘ E. Psalmist - to reflect, express and glorify the Law. "Oh,
how I love thy Law.” "Law is perfect” -~ ex.

SUMMING UP: Purposes:

Moses -~ to make Law known.

Prophets - teach from it directly to their needs -~ INSPIRED.
Priests -~ teach it. :
Psalmist - get them to love it.

Wise Men - apply it in a wise way.

Objective VI - Ten things To Show Kind of Men The Prophets Were — SEE NOTES
Objective VII - Mission of Prophet - JUDMENT AND SALVATION
A. Spoke for judgment (Amos 3:2; Hosea 4:6, 13:9; Micah 3:12 -).

} B. Spoke for salvation (hope) - Amos 9:11-14, Hosea 2:23, Micsah
4:1-2, The reason for the PREDICTIVE ELEMENT in prophecy was
to encourage to see a better day is coming.

" Note: No prophet promised that judgment would not come or that
i things will get better with immediate repentance - rather,

you will share in the coming glory. Hope is in the coming
l ' King and Kingdom.

Objective VIII - Seven Principles To Understand The Prophets.
Number 4 discussed: Jer, 18:5-11 is principle that shows that some-

time PROPHECY IS CONDITIONAL. God's action depends on the response
to the preaching - 2 Kings 21:29.




Sometime destruction is not AVERTED but DELAYED, Ex. Ahab turned to
God for a time, and his dynasty was destroyed in his son's lifetime

rather than his own.

Deut. 28 is covenant God followed after His people eritqred the pro-
mised land. . - ) i

Heb. 6 shows impossible for some to repent. Jer., 1 John 5 says

“™don't pray” for some.
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